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HBC presenrs rhe 4th INDIANA CLASSIC Downtown at the At,tdzron lIotel, December 4-6, 1987

By popular demand, the 4th INDIANA CLASSIC is being held downtown at the Atkinson Hotel, Georgia at Illinois Streets. The

Atkinson Hotel is wiihin walking distance of Union Station and a half dozen fine restaurants. The entry fees have been increased

to $lgo for the Open Division and $90 for the Iniermediate Division. The Indy $500 event wi l l  be run again and wil l  remain as

long as players want i t .  The format wil l  again be the ful l  double el iminai ion with progressive consolat ion. This format gains

popularily every time it is used and because of this, the format will be given the name of the "lNDf DEF (Double Elimination

i'oimat) so it will not be confused with other grids. We're looking forward to a larger crowd (109) than in the spring.

Hoosier pips..IIBC weleomes new players Jean & Jessie Cabatingan, Jo Delano, Richard Herd and Chris Graves plus welcomes

back Margarei Roberts and Patt Drippe...A local player states ihat S2 is the most common roll from the bar, what do you

think? Kent Goulding has nicknamed a national ly known female player "The Gir l",  do you know who i t  is?...Have you seen lhe

neat backgammon boards with ultra suade bui l t  by Mike Keener of Detroit . . .Need a greeting card for a special backgammon

friend, check Sty Sayings, Inc, P. O. Box 6546, Ft. Wayne, IN, 46896. They have variety pack of l0 cards with a backgammon

theme for $15.00.

Weekly Results August 6th
lst Butch Meese

2nd Gino D'Alesandro
3rd

Intermediaie

August l3rd
Jim Crtrtis
Woody Woodworth

!u-tc-h 
Meese

August 20th
Butch Meese
Houard Giael
Woody Woodworth
Jessie Cabotinoan

August 27th
Butch Meese
Rick Reahard

Frank Scott

El Extra ** Extra " Intermediate Playerc Tr
Frank Scott won the Augus0 free entry to the 4th INDIANA CLASSIC in the Novice Division. There will be also be winuers
for the monihs of September and October. HBC is encouraging the return of old friends, Intermediate and Novice players by
allowing all playing in the Intermediate division to play free. The player winning the most gammon points for each month wil l be
awarded FREE entry into the Novice Division of the 4th INDIANA CLASSIC (non-transferable). An optional $5.00 side pool
wil l also be available.

HBC Plays
every Thursday

at the

9lll North Michigan
8 7 2 - 3 4 { 6
Open 1t0.00

(Side Pml 35.m)
Interm Free

HBCs Operation and then there wss two.....
The joint operation of Butch k, Mary Ann Meese and myself in developing quality backgammon tournaments with great player
equity has been very successful. Now that joint eftort has ended. The responsibrlty of running HBC and its tournaments has been
turned over to Butch & Mary Ann. I have found it increasingly necessary to devote more of my time to the development of some
business endeavors but intend lo continue playing the backgammon tournament circle where I have found a number of f ine friends.
Happy Doubling: L. A. Strommen

The [nternational Backgammon Rating List: You decide what happens
For the pasl 3 to 4 years Kent Goulding has spent endless hours on the Inlernational Ratrng List. I ient has done a great ;ob and
is now at a crossroad of whether it is worth all the effort. You need to show your support. If there is ever going to be a national

or internalional backgammon associalion, you must nc,t let thrs l ist die Write him and lel him knorv horv you feel You can also

order a copy of the summer l ist (Reno results included) for $5 00. There rs a NEW f I and lt ls not Joe Sylvester! Just, remember,

rf this l ist dies, it rnay rlever surface agairr. Wriie I(ent Goulding,350'i Frederick Place, I(ensington, NiD 20895

Schedule of BACKGAMMON Events (lnformation and entry forms available thru HBC)

Sep 25-27 Autumn in Minnesota - Minneapolis
Oct Og-tt Plymonlh Gammonfesb - Livonia, MI

Oct 1&19 Backgammon on Board - Carnival Cruise Lines

Oct l&25 SUPER Cruise Venice + Dubrovnik
Oc3GNv0l New Hampshire Fall Tournament
Nov 1&15 Boston Benefit children's Hospital - sheraton-commander

Nov 29th Flint Area Club Champioship - Sheraton, Flint
'Dec O4-o0 4th INDIANA CLASSIC - Atkinson Hotel

Mar 05-12 Backgammon Tournament of the Pharoahs ($50K Added) - Egypt
* Mar 18-20 30ah INDIANA OPEN - Atkinson Hotel

Apr 0&lO Midwest Backgammon Championships - Chicago

epZCI{yOf 
"Sands-Regent" Backgammon Tournament - Reno

May Zz-iO Boston Symphony Benefit - S-!=ltl-Commander

THURSDAYSTPMatBoMBAYBICYCLECLUB.S IT INoT thM ich i

(6r2) e2s-4070
(313) 239-e731
(3r2) e64-e800

Italy 018.{-8G595
(603) 352-s836
(617) s47-4800
(313) 232-s731

HBC Hotline I

HBC Hotline *

(312) 338-6380
(312) 28&8417
(617) s47-4800

72-3446

GAMMON CLUB Gammon Point Slandinss as of Aucusi 3lst.

r )
t \

3)
4)
5)
6)
t l

8)
e)
l0)

Butch Meese
Woody Woodworth
Larry Sirommen
Mary A.on Meese
Jim Curtis
Chuck Stimming
Howard Givel
Ed Wigirt
Frank Baldwin
Cyrus Mobed
Rick Reahard
Stu Whitcomb
Ralph Roberts
George Crawford
Bi l l  Gheen
Mark Mikolon
Frank Scott
Mick Dobratz
Alan Tavel
Walt,er Wallace
Ellis Bray

13 0O Bil l Julian
I56 J im Knauer
8.90 Susie Hendersou
6.80 John Galambos
5.60 Donald Walter
3.84 John Ritzeri
3.75 Fred Bartz
3 50 Arb Oveibay
3.02 Ron Black
2.75 Gino D'Alesandro
2.57 Ken Bruck
2.f6 Dave Groner
2.07 Lee Burion
1.86 Bob Burchhalter
1.81 Tom Hendryx
l .7 l  Mike Sta l l
1.50 Frank Cook
1.28 Nick Leal
L.24 Don Watkins
I 90 Jessie Cabatingan
1.08 Donna Susens

0.75 Steve Bartz 0 16
0.72 Dexter Skidmore 0.16
0 60 Greg Varbinov 0.12
0 50 Tom Walthes 0.12
0.50 Pat t  Dr ippe 0 12
0 48 Randy Bruck 0 12
0.48 Margaret Roberls 0 12
0.4.1 Vickie Ander:'or, 0. i0
0 40 Dennis Schulte 0 10
0.38 Jim Wilson 0 08
0.38 Bob Calhoun 0 08
0 36 Jeff Baker 0 08
0 35 Jean Cabatingan 0 06
0 34 Jo Delano 0 06
0.33 Gerald Will iams 0 0{
0 32 Jim Schneider 0.04
0 30 Mike Cyrkiel 0 04
0 24 Ves Johnson 0 0-l
0 24 Chris Graves 0 04
0 20 Larry Buckingham 0 02
0 .  18
0 .  16



AA Division (52)
lst Ed O'Laughlin (VA)
2nd Ray Glaeser (NJ)
3rd A-nioinette Williams (ltIY)
C-l Dean Adamian (Ml)
C-2 Joe Glazier (LA)

AA Divirion (48)
lst David Thomas (FL)
2nd Larry Whittenburg (lL)
C-l T ARRY STROMMEN (lndY)
C-2 Sharon Leunon (I(Y)
C34 Ron Stur (CHI)
C34 David Libchaber (CHI)

A Division (1.5)
lst MICK DOBRATZ (lndy)
2nd Cindy Best (Peoria)
C-l Salve Fagan (MO)
C-2 Larrv Deckel (Louisville

Open Doubles (fZ)
lst Mike Nelson/RoY Friedman (MA)
2nd Laura Nuhn/John Carrico (MI)
3/4 David Libchaber/TAK Morioka (CHI)
3/4 Dean Adamian/Larry Buckingharn(Ml/OH)

Super Doubler (10)
lst Mike Nelson/Rick Barabino (MA)
2nd Sam Janjigian/Dean Muench (MA/CHI)

Mixed Doublea (t0)
lsi Dwan Tolbert/Pete Klein (IrIY)
2nd CASSIE & JIM CIIRTIS (lndY)

Seniors (lE)
lsi Arrdy Argrropoulos (lL)
2nd Joann Feinslein (lL)

50o Invitstional (10)
lst Rick Barabino (MA)
2nd Wendy Kaplan (NY)

$r00 Jackpot (E)
lst Rafael Janowitzer(CAN)
2nd Ernest Klein (TX)

$5o Jackpot #1 (8)
lst Mike Cyrkiel (lN)
2nd Drew Giovanis (FL)

$50 Jackpot #2 (8)
lst Bob Zavoral (lvtO)
2nd Carol Joy Cole (MI)

$25 Jackpot  ( r0)
lst Carl Severino (lL)
2nd Ira Hoftberg (CHI)

l2th Louisvi l le Labor Dry Tournemen0
One hundred and fifteen players including Jim Curtis, Cassie Curtis, Woody Woodworth, Mary Ann Meese, Larry Strommen and

Mick Dobratz took in the'tzih Aanual Labor Day Backgammon Tournament. Jim and cassie curtis placed in the Mixed Doubles,

Mick Dobratz won the A Division while Larry strommen won the AA Division consolation. The tournament was co'dtrected

lv bv HBC's Butch Meese and aqlhel !eg4I KlgE!

Major Tournament Scheduled for Late Apri l

The Sands-Regenb Hotel & Casino in Reno, Nevada has contacted Howard Markowiiz to direct a backgammon tournament April

2gth thru May 0lst,  1983. Al l  the detai ls are not avai lable at his t ime, but mark your calendar because this tournament wil l  ofter

a unique backgammon package with guaranteed money and IOOVo return on added events.

Backgammon Table For Sale
Original ly purchased from Max Tyrrel l 's Backgammon Supply Co. and sl i l l  in excel lent condit ion. Includes al l  accessories (pieces,

cups, precision dice). Asking price $500. For more information cal l  Joe Glazier (504) 355-2761

lilorld Chomplonshlp Match Equltles by Guest Columnlst Mlke Keener

class player.

Blll Robertle - O

93 Polnt Semlflnol Motch

Gerard Duguet-Grasser -

Seemingly simple posit ions in money play becomc much more complex
in match play when match equit ies are taken into consideration.
Although match equity can seem diff icult ,  mind boggling and
complicated, i !  can be mastercd in game situations. In most instances,
match equity is the last hurdle for an expert to become a true world

Take Point  -  Risk :  Total  Swing.
Risk -  Pass -  (Take & Lose) '  l7V9 -  8%-- s%

Ga in '  (Take  &  W in )  -  Pass  -73% -  17% :  56%

Total  Swing :  Gain + Risk :  56% + 9% -  65%

Take Point  :9Vo = 65% - 13.8%

This calculat ion shows that  O needs only t3.8Vo Lo take lhe cube'

WiLh 33% to win the game, i t 's  a CLEAR T.\KE by a wide margin '

Say X ro l ls  3- l  and O must decide to answer Quest ion f3.
X;s 3-1 toss lef t  O s l ight ly  bel ter  of f  (55% 6l  BEAROFF program)'

Fi rst  O Nol  redoubl ing lo 16?.
35Vo fhe score goes to l { -10 and O's 73Vo to win the match'

65Vo the score inds up &18 and O wins the match 8% of  the t ime'

Next  O Redoubl ing to 16?
35% O wins th is lame [o go to Crawford Game (22-10) or  98%o

io  w in  ma tch .
65% O loses to go down &23 to lose the malch

(O%o tor  calculat ions).

ME (not  redoubl ing) -  35% x73Vo + 65Vo x q% -  3O.75Vo

ME ( redoub l i ng )  
- ' - 95% 

x98Vo  +  65% x  OVo  -3130%

Comparison of  the two f igures te l ls  a l though i t  is  c lose,  i t 's  an

advantage (3.55V0) for  O to REDOUBLE to f  6!

Al though i t  was c lose that  X was s l ight ly  bet ter  of f  not  redoubl ing,  he

certa in ly should not  be cr i t ic ized for  doing so.  On the other hand, O's

take was crysbal  c lear and his subsequent redouble to 16 was c lose but

sol id.  Extr imely c lose decis ions dur ing match play are (more .of ten
lhan not)  usual ly  decided by the f low and intensi ty of  the match i tsel f '

Somet imes ib pays to Press even the smal lest  of  an advantage or  eYen a

sl ight  d isadvantage into wha! can turn out  to be a huge psycholoS, j .cal

edle over an otherwise s i ronS, oPponent when the plan works '  What

eve r  t he  reason ,  t r y  t o  imag ine  you rse l f  mak ing  ! hese  ex t reme l y -

d i f f i cu l t  ma thema t i ca l  and  emo t i ona l  dec i s i ons  unde r  t he  sc ru l i ny  o f

dozens  o f  be t t i ng  spec ta to r s .  No t  t o  men t i on  you r  own  money  l ha t ' s

a l so  on  t he  l i ne .  And ,  oh  yes ,  i f  t ha l  i sn ' t  enough ,  how  abou t  j us t  t he

pu re  p ressu re  o f  p l ay i ng  i n  t he  sem i - f i na l  r ound  i n  t he  mos t  p res t i g i ous

Lackgammon  tou rnamen t  i n  t he  wo r l d ,  even  i f  t he  r oom we re  emp ty?

As a poin l  of  addi l ional  interest ,  i f  the posi t ion were changed t 'o a two

rol l  s i iuat ion (wi t ,hou' .  any misses fcr-  e i ther s ide) O would s l i l l  have a

take.  His take point  remains aL 13.896 and his chances to win th is lwo

rol l  posi t ion a,re l4Vo. Howevet,  O would not  be good enough lo

redoub le  t o  16  as  he  wou ld  need  a  m in imum o f  L7 . |Vo  w inn ing  chances

to warrant  a redouble.

TournamenL Note:  Gerard did redouble to 8 and Bi l l  took '  Gerard

rol led a &l  and Bi l l  answered by redoubl ing to 16'  Gerald took and

rol led S5. Final ly  Bi l l  won the game wi th double {s and went on

capture his second wor ld championship.  Congratular ions Bi l l !
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HBC Hottins -f Butch & Mary Aan Meese, 7620 Kilmer Lane,

HBC's Newsletier subscription Rate $5.00 a year.

This posi t ion occurred in the semif inal  match of  lhe 1987 World

Championship in Monlc Car lo.  Leading 10 to 6 in a match to t3,  X

decided to redoubled to 8.  Using the BEAROFF program, th is posi t ion

yields 6796 victory chances for X and 33% tor O. In a money game, it's

a s imple double/ take posi t ion.  But  in match play however,  the score,

match length and match equi t ies a l l  make a large di f ference-

Quest ions in match play requir ing evalual ion are:

1.  Even though X is favor i te,  does he gain by redoubl ing to 8?

2.  Does O have a take at  lhe 8 level  bein!  a 2-1 underdog?

3. I f  O takes and X doesn' t  ro l l  a crushing number,  should O

be  t h i nk i ng  o f  r edoub l i ng  t o  16?

Answer ing Quest ion f ,1:
Consider ing X not  doubl ing.

67% of  the t ime X wins the game to go up l ' t  -  6 and wins the

mzLch 8396 of  the t ime. The other 33%, X loses the game,

ends  up  l 0  -  10  and  w ins  t he  ma tch  50% o f  t he  t ime .

Looking at  X redoubl ing.
67% X wins lo score l8 -  6 and be 92% to win the match'
33% X loses to go down 10 -  14 and 27% t 'o win match.

Tolal  match equi tY(ME) -
(winning chances in game) X (match chances) +
( losing chances in game) X ( ! :3tch chances)

ME (not redoubling) - 6796 x 839/0 + 33Vo x 5979 - 72'rL%

NIE (redoubl ing) -  67Vo x 92% + 33% x 27% '7o.55Vo

Comparing the di f ference in the above f fgures shows thai  i t  is

extremely c lose,  but  s l ight ly  io X's advantage ( t .S6Vo) nol  to redouble.

Now let 's  see i f  O has a take or  pass for  Quest ion #2.
This answer requires a l i t t le  d i f ferent  calculat ion as i t  compares the

di f ference between passing and taking the cube.

First ,  O has the opt ion to pass and cont inue at  &l '1 or  1796 to win the

match.  Second opt ions is  to take.  I f  O takes and loses,  the score is  &

18 and O wins a mere 8Vo of  Lhe t ime. On the other hand, O takes and

wins !o go up 14-10 he wi l l  be 7396 Lo win the match.

Indianapolis, IN 46256 (317) 815-8'135


