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38th INDIANA Open Backgammon Championship
The 30th INDIANA Open is scheduled for March 18-20 at lhe Atkinson Hotel downLown
Indianapolis. The popular double elimination with progressive consolation format wil l be used.
Qualifying for the \\TORLD CUP to be held in Boston during August wil l be a featured event.
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Fall League Play
Jim Curtis rvon the Open Division and Ralph Roberts won the Intermediate Division in the Fall League. For three
months, 10 players in each division play round-robin. The top four in the final standings advance to the Iadder play-
offs. Jim Curtis f inished fourth and l 'on 3 play-off matches including a 5-hour final againsi Jim Knauer 9-7, 8-9 and g-6
in 31 games. Ralph Roberts captured first by defeating Howard Givel in the final 7-4 ar'd 7-6 in 15 games.

Weekly Results
Open ls t

2nd
3rd

December 5th
Ir[ ick Dobratz
Jim Curtis

December  12 th
Donna Susens
Jeff__Baker

December l9th
Ken Bruck
Larry Strommen
Don Burton
Jo Delano

League - Open
1st Jim Curtus
2nd Jim Knauer
Srd Butch ltfeese

League - Intermediate
1s t  Ra lph  Rober ts
?nd Howard  Giue l
9rd Mick Dobratz

In te rmed ia fe  Dor isanOuerba th Frank BaLdu.t in th EILis Bra

f  087  TOP P layer  o f  the  Year
Bulch i \{eese captured the HBC's 1987 TOP Player of the Year for the second year in a row Butch along with the resl of the TOP
TEN wil l  receive engraved doubling cubes and the TOP FI\D wil l  recerve cash prizes during the February 14th one-day tournament.
The race for the 1988 TOP TEN promises to be a t ighler f ight because Howard Givel and Mick Dobratz made a good showrng for 1987
with only half  of the year to do so.

Final 1987 HOOSIER BACKGAMMON CLUB Gammon Point Standin
1) Butch Meese 18.58 Larry Slrasberg 1.00 Janna Pratt 0.24
2) Woody Woodworth f4.60 Brian Nelson 0.88 Jessie Cabatingan O.2O
3) Larry Strommen 13.48 Nlike Norman 0.84 John Brussel 0.20
4) Jim Curt is 1273 Jo Delano 0.78 Margaret Roberts 0 20
5) Mary Ann l \4eese 11.49 Alt Overbay 0.64 Tom Hirschinger 0.18
6)  Howard  Grve l  9 .55  B i l l  Hodes 0 .60  Dexter  Sk idmore  0 .16
7) Nlick Dobratz 8.03 Susie Henderson 0.60 Rich Stannard 0.f 6
8) Rick Reahard 5. '16 Jeff Baker 0.58 Steve Bartz 0.16
9) Ed Wright 5.10 Donald Walter 0.50 Tom Walthes O.L2
l0 )  Chuck  St imming 4 .82  Pau l  Co lpo  0 .50  Greg Varb inov  O. t2

Frank Baldwin 4.80 John Galambos 0.50 Mike Kelley O 12
Ralph Roberts 4 32 Fred Bartz 0.48 Randy Bruck O.l2
Cyrus N,Iobed 4 16 Jim Mieske 0.48 Paula Schultz O.L2
Bi l l  Gheen 3 .89  B i l l  Le iderbach 0 .45  Denn is  Schu l te  0  10
Jim l inauer 3.86 Ron Black 0.40 Vickie Anderson 0 10
Ceorge Crawford 3.14 Gino D'Alesandro 0.38 Jim Wilson 0 08
Bob Green 272 Dave Groner 0.38 Larry Buckingham 0.08
Frank Scott 2.57 Lee Burton 0.35 Bob Calhoun 0 08
Stu \\ ihi tcomb 2 59 Bob Burchebter 0.34 Randy Flort 0.06
Donna Susens 2.13 Tom l lendryx 0.33 Paul Balog 0 06
Alan Tavel 2 36 ]t l ike Stal l  O.32 Jean Cabatrngan 0 06
Ell is Bray 2 04 Richard Flerd 0.30 Mike Cyrkiel 0.04
John Ritzert L74 Tony Furdock 0.30 Chris Graves 0 0.1
Mark lr , I ikolon l .7l Frank Cook 0.30 Gerald Wil l iams 0 04
Gino Agresti  1.68 Dorisan Overbay 0.30 Ves Johnson 0 04
Bil l  Jul ian 1 6f Sylvia Strasberg 0.30 Mary Ann Boleman 0 04
Walter \ \ral lace 1.20 Paul Strasberg 0.24 Jim Schneider 0 0.1
Ken Bruck  1 .13  N ick  Lea l  0 .24  Merv  Berger  0  02
Pat t  Dr ippe 1 .13  Don Watk ins  O24
Don Burton 1 01 Scott Arche 0.24

HBC Plays
every Thursday

at the

9l1l North Michigan
8 7 2 - 3 { { 6
Opcn 110.00

(Side Pool t5.m)
Interm Free

I IBC's Newslet ter  subscr ipt ion Rate $5.00 a year .

HBC Hotline -+ Butch & N.{an. Arn N,{eese. 7620 I(ihner Lane. Indianapolis. IN 40256 (317.) 845-8435

HBC One-Day Tournament - Sunday February 14th, 1988
A Great Way to Warm-up for the SSth INDIANA OPEN

BOMBAY BICYCLE CLUB - 9111 North Michigan Road - 872-8446
Open Dir ision $65 ** Intermediate Division $25 ** Novice Division $8 ** 90% Ret,urn

Optional Si,lc Pool for Entry Inlo OPEN Division - Double Gammon Points -- Double Elimination Format
ward  Presenta t ion :  I  l .4SAM **  P lav  Bes ins .  I



uF Extra, Extra Intermediate Players El
HBC is .encour.aging the return of old friends, Intermediate and Novice players by allowing to play FREE in the
Intermediat,e division. .The player winning the most gammo! points for th-e months of Januaiy and February u'i l l  be
awarded FREE entry into the Novice Division of the BSth INDIANA OPEN (non-transfe.u6le). An optional $5.00
side pool is also avaiiable.

WORLD CUP & Eastern Open
Iient Goulding's U.S. Inviiational has grorvn to THtr WORLD CUP. TIIE WORLD CUP is an invitational tournament
with the best of the.'WORLD' ulglg t ' i th _winnery of special qualifying tournaments to be run during regional
tournaments all over the counbrl '. THE WORLD CUP rvil l  be a 3o-player single-elimination tournament rvith an-entry
fge of $350!, Qualifying tournaments are nolv scheduled for the 30th INDIANA OPEN during Nlarch and Michigan
fly*1l1ff 9la^rn_pionship: i" Jl ly; check with the Hoosier Backgammon Club and Flint Area B-ackgammon for deti i ls.
The WORLD CtrP is scheduled for August 3-7th in Boston, along with the Eastern Open.
Interesting Positions Frorn the 4th INDIANA CLASSIC
Posi t ion # l  -  t l  Point  Match
Score:  X-6 O-3
O doubles to 8? As X rvhat do you do?

Posif ion f I
In an 1l point match. O had the cube at.1 and was about to
be gammoned and lose the match when a blot was produced.
O quickly seized the opportunrty to redouble to 8 and has
nothing to lose by doing so. With O's closed board, X can see
a BIG swing on this next rol l  al l  the way to losing the match.
In the heab of a match, swings l ike this have to be dealt with
and X has to decide what bo with this double. Withouf the
pressures of the tournament, let us look at lhrs closer. I f  X
drops, the score wil l  be 6 fo 7 (or 4196 of X) and needs more
than that to just i fy a take. I t 's easier lo calculate O's chances
because the only way O can win is by hit t ing X's blot this
turn or later. I f  X iakes, the maNch is on the l ine with this
same. O hits 16 of 36 rol ls this turn and wil l  be qreater than
6e'% to win this game and the match (Note: the 68(% is
ca lcu la ted  f rom the  fac t  X  wou ld  be  32qa  ̂ g  insL  a  c losed
board  w i th  one p iece  up  and no  misses  bear ing  o f f  a f te r
entering) l f  O misses on this turn, O wil l  have chances on his
ner l  lu in  bu t  takes  too  much space here  to  de tar l  ( i t  i s
avai lable upon request). A short summary shows that O wil l
have no blot on 13/36 of X's rol ls, single blot on 17/36 and a
double shot on 6/36 What the calculat ions do show is that
O 's  match  equr ry  i s  30 .O%(16136 X 68%)  on  h is  f i rs t  lu rn  p lus
17.67o on his next turn or 17 6Vo What can be estimated from
this is thal rt  is close for X to drop or take. When it  is close
l ike this, X has to decide to put the match on the l ine by
taking and completing this game or by dropping and playing
from the score of 6 to 7. This is what makes backgammon the
intr iguing game it  is.

S ide  No ies :  In  Pos i t ion  #1 ,  X  dropped and won the  match .
the  match  to  the  Crau ' fo rd  Game dnd los t  the  match .

Posi t ion #2 -  S Point  Match
Score:  X-3 O-7
O on roll. As O do you double?
If O doubles, rvhat do you do as X?

Posit ion f2
From Marc Gray, Ir,Iayfield, NY

Dear Folks, Here is my solut ion to Problem f2 from your
December newsletter. I  must f i rst compliment you on the 2
excel lent problems lhat you have chosen for presentation this
month The solut ions that I  came up with are both surprising
to me; and that 's what makes them so elegantly didactic
I(eep up the f ine work I am certain that i t  is much
appreciated by more people lhan you realtze

And now for my solut ion O should double and X should drop!"BEAROFF" 
computer simulat ion generates 77Vo winni ie

chances for O. I f  O refrains from doubling O's match equity is
comouted as lol lows.
Game Outcome x Score : Eouitv

O Wins 77Vo x 8-3 (90%) : 6s 3%
o Lose 2370 x rA (2570) : 17 370

Total N{atch Equity 86 6lk

If  O doubles and X drops, O's match equity becomes 90%. If
O doubles and X takes, the match equity computes as fol lows:
Game Outcome Score : Eouitv

O Wins 7796 x e-3(loo%) - tf o%
O Lose 23% x 7-5 (68%\ : 15.670

Total Match Equity 92 6Vo

Clearly O profi ts by doubling, irrespective of X's response,
gaining 3.7% where -\  drops al id gair i ing 6 0% when X iakes.
If  X fol lows the preferred course of actron and drops, her
match equily wi l l  6e lO.O7o and 7.,1 to take. I t  is 13 4% in the
event that O fai ls to double

In  Pos i t ion  #2 ,  O d id  no t  doub le ,  ro l led  doub le  5 's  to  send

Schedule of BACI(GAIIMON Events ( lnformafion and entry forms avai lable thru HBC)
Jan 20-24 5th Alnual Nevada State BG Championships - Reno
Jn27-Fb0l North American Backgammon Championships - Bahamas
Feb 05-07 Easter Seal Benefi t  -  Pit , tsburgh
Feb 12-14 6th Valentine BG Tourny - Resort at Gold Canyon Ranch, AZ
* FtrB 14th HBC One-Day and Awards Tournament - Bombay Bicycle Club
Feb 21st Fleet Underwood Memorial and Benefi t  -  Fl int.  MI
Feb 26-28 Bluegrass Regional - Louisvi l le
NIar 05-12 Backgammon Tournament of the Pharoahs ($50K Added) - Egypt

* Mar I  U-20 38rh INDIANA OPEN - Atkinson Horel
Apr 08-10 I\ ' I idrvesi Backgammon Championships - Chicago
May 27-30 Boston Symphony Benefi t  -  Sheraton-Commander Boston

Nfichigan Summer Championships - Fl int,  MI
World Cup/Eastern Open - Sheraton-Commander Boston

Jul  22-21

(702)  826-1984
HBC Hotl ine *

( 4 1 2 )  2 4 1 - 1 3 0 1
(713)  784-6622

HBC Hotl ine +

(313)  232-9731
(s02)  584-8419

HBC I{ot l ine *

(312) 338-6380
(6171 517-4800
(313)  232-e731
(301)  942-4365


