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From suggestion to reality: Double,s Tournament.
One of  HBC's p layers asked one dar '  " \ \ /h1 '  don' t  vou have a Double 's  Toulnament?"  \ \ Ie l l ,  on f )ecember 4th,  HBC is
hold ing i ts  f i rs t  one-day Double 's  Tournement  at  the Bornbay Bicyc le Club,9111 Nor ' th  \ , l ich iga '  I toad (dt7)  g72-
3446. The format rvil l  be either main rvilh consolation or dor,rble-eliminaLion depending on the.- nunrbcr of entries.
Please cal l  the HBC l lo t l ine i f  you p lan to at tend so we can get  a goocl  count ,  save i t r .  to t .  fee -  be s l re ro le t  us knorv
rT 'ho your  par tner  rv i l l  be.  The Open Doubles entry  fee is  $100/ team. I f  th . . .  is  enolg l . r  in terest ,  a  L inr i ted Doubles rv i l l
also be run - $40/team. Final regist'ralion s'i l l  start at 11 AM on clay of tournament s' ith public c6'arv at, 11:50 a114 and
play beginning at Noon (rve are on DST norv). Four-player knock-outs l ' i l l  start about lPj\l ancl rvil l  lun tlrr-oushout fhe
day.  Entrv for  Open I (O is  $25,  In t ,ern-rediate $10 and Novice $5.  Al l  event ,s  u. i l l  be g0% r 'eru ln.  No sa ' rmlr  ooints
rvas be arvarded for t,he double events.

Answer to key position in last month's newsletter.
In this position Bob Iloll 'on (X) leads l(atl iy Bauder (O) 11 ro g in a 13
point match. Does X have a double? If X cloubles, does O have a take?
What do you think? This ansrver rvas submitted by Dean Muench of
Chicago. Dean states that X's give point is 72.gVo and X is favored by
84.594 so it is a double at this score. He fu.ther said o's fake ooint is
1794 and is a drop rvith onll. 15.5(%. Dea.n has developecl formulas to
calculate give and take points u'hich rvere pr.esented in IIBC,s Februaly
1988 newslet ter .  Anyone rvho d id not  receive tha. t  newslet Ie r ,  can
request one and rve l. i l l  send it, r,o ).ou. IIBC thanks Dean and the
others rvho submitted an answer.

A proposed function of a National Backgammon Assocation
One func t ion  rvou ld  b_e_ a  rv l i ' fo r  p layers  to  g ive  unb ias  and anonymous feec lback  about ,  tourn :u t )e l l t s  they  go  to .
L inco ln  Bede l l  o f  Ne lv  l {ampsh i re  i s  head ing-np a  ser ions  dr ivc  to  s ta r t  a  na t iona l  backgaml ro l  z rssoc ia t io l  and i t  i s  s t i l l
i n  the  de f in i t ion  phase.  Do 1 'ou  have o t 'hc r  fnnc t ions  o f  a  na t iona l  assoc ia t ion? Lc t  L inco l r r  knos ' -  s ' r ' i te  h im a t  P .  O.
Box 81 ,  Eas t  Lempster ,  NH,  03005.
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O0/year (oversca $10/year) .  Let  us knorv of  ) .onl  ac lch 'ess changes.

ow
ber  6 th  Oc tobe r  13 th t o l ) e r  ' i  /  t

Open 1st l ieuin l\[cLeaster
2nd \Voody VloodLuorth
3rd L inc Bedel l

Cyru.s l lobed
Don,  Bur ton
Afa_ry Ann ][ee.se

Afark A,[i l ;olon CyrrLs Af obed
I(euin. AfcLeaster Jim Curti.s
I ien Bruck B:r tch Afeese

BA m o n  P o i n t  S t : tobe l  i l  I  s t  .
Lalry Stromrnen
Mick Dobratz
Rick Real ia ld
Bubch Meese
Mary Ann l\{eese
Woody Woodrvolth
Horvard Givel
I(en Bruck
lvlalk N{ikolon
Chuck St imming
Cyrus lr.,Iobed
Don Burton
Donna Susens
David Smith
John Ri tzer t
Jin Curtis
Bl ian Nelson
I(ev in \ {cLeaste l
Bob Green
Frank Scot t
Ralph Robcl ts

13.90 J i rn I inauer
12.31 Jef f  Baker
12.11 t r l l is  Bla1.
I  t .97 l r r r  n l< Ba ldrv in
11.56 Glenn Theoba, ld
10.50 Ed \\rright
9.73 Jo}rn Brussel
9.32 Bil l Jr-rl ian
8.32 Gino Agrest i
8 .26  I i a l .Bec l i
7  .32 Jo Delano
7 .22 George Crarvfold
0.19 \ res Johnson
{ . 3 1  R i c h a l d D c l F r r r . i e
3.99 I l i l l  I lodes
3.97 Jol i r r  O' IJagan
3.76 Str r  Whi tconb
3 .35  Ton r  I  l t ' r r d r ' 1 ' x
2 .23  L inc  Bede l l
2 .22 Ric l i  Stanna,rc l
2.08 Jay Nelson

1.82 J im \ \ ; i lson
1.78 Don Watk ins
1.76 Don Su'anson
1.62 Ca.ss ie Curt is
1 .60  Randy  F lo i t
1 .48 Larry Buckingharn
1.24 N4ark Cal lson
1.1.1 Paul  Balog
1.12 Gabl ic l  X, Iu l le l
1.00 Alcx Somelv i l le
0.90 {a l ter  T l ice
0.96 Bob Burchl ia l te  r .
0.90 I la lo ld Bla.nc l '
0 .72  L inda  Seamon
0.70 Chl is  Graves
0.70 Lee Hlen
0.08 Fra,nk \roilol
0.116 DotySornerr . i l le
0.50 Dennis Schul tz
0.50 John Leusing
0 .48
o .47

0 . 1 0
0 . 3 2
0 . 2 6
0 . 2 1
0 . 2 1
0 . 1 8
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 4
0 . 1 2
0 . 1 2
0 .08
0 .08
0 .06
0 .06
0 .06
0 .04
0.0+
0.02
0.02
0.02



CONCEPTS in ACTION by Joe Sylvester
Very of ten I  am confronted b1 'p layels n 'ho ask about  doubl ing posi t ions ancl  what  thc l ight  acr io l  shorr lc i  be.  Instead,
they should be asking how to l 'ot 'k out the a.usrver. They shoulcl be r.vcighing thc lrain trnpolcnt,s ol t lrc situation in
ordel to make a l l ' ise decision. Just l 'hat are components?

Concept-In-Actions ff22 Every position can be evaluated in terms

9t pips. (race), posit ion (checker distr ibution), and vigorish
(threats).

Bas ica l l l ' ,  i f  a  p layer  has  an  ac lvant ,age in  tu 'o  o f  thcse  t l r rce
components ,  then he  shou ld  doub le .  I f  the  p laver .  doub led  has  an
adyantage in  one the  these conponents ,  he  usua l ly  has  a  take .  I t ' s  rvhen
the  p layer  doub led  has  a  d isadvant ,age in  t rvo  components  and is  equa l
in  the  th i rd  tha t  bonder l ine  dec is ions  occur . .

Here  are  some s imp le  examples :

In Posit ion #L, O is do*'n in pips, his posit ion is undeveloped ancl his
vigorish is very minimal. Al l  he l ias is an anchor. X has a st,r.ons
doub le  and O shou ld  d rop .  Th is  i s  a  sucker  doub le .

In  Pos i t ion  #2 ,  x  has  a  s l igh t ly  be t te r  pos i t ion  than o  and X is  aheac l
in the race. O has something to f ight bacl i  rvi th, horvever. O has an
advanced anchor ,  good checke l  d is t r ibu t ion ,  comparab le  board  s t r .ength
and some smal l  p r im ing  poss ib i l i t i es .  I le re ,  X  shou ld  doub lc  and O
shou ld  take .

I (eep in  mind  tha t  in  eva lua t ing  these component  fac to rs ,  the
component  must  be  re le r .an t .  For  exar rp le ,  a  p layer . rv i th  l4  men on h is
ace-po in t  and a  checker  caught  beh ind  a  p l i rne  is  c lear ly  aheac l  i r  p ips .
Jus t  as  c lear ly .  he  has  a  d rop .

So nex t  t , ime you ' re  faced rv i th  a  d i f f i cu l t  cube dcc is ion ,  u t i l i ze  C. I .A .  #2
to aid your analysis. Perhaps i t  r . i l l  s inrl t l i f l .  1'our choices.

(Thanks to _Carol Joy Cole fol allorr' ing IIBC to reprini this article rvith perrnission flom t,he Fli1t, Area Backgammon
Club's newsletter. The nervsletter is one of the finest in the country with a nontli ly cilculat,ion of 650 ancl contains tire
most complete tournament schedule and o_th9r great backgarnmon tips l i l ie this C.I.A. You ca1 subsc.ibe for onl1.
$5/year  by rvr i t ing to Carol  Joy Cole,3003 Ridgecr i f le  Dr ive,-F l in t ,  N, I I ,  iSSS:. )
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NEVADA STATE
B A C K G A M M O N
C H A M P I O N S H I P
J A N U A R Y  1 1 - 1 5 ,  1 9 8 9

-
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P . O .  B O X  7 0 1 0 1
RENO,  NEVADA 89570

Hoosier Pips: HBC fhanks Terly and staff at
DOOLEY'S O'TOOLE'S for  accomoclat ine our  c ln l t
and g iv ing us a f ine p lace to p lay. . .Butch ancl  NIarv Anrr
Meese have an anniversary - it rvas 8 1'eals ago this
rnonth that they met u'here else but playing
backgammon at a IIBC event...The 37th INDLI\NA
OPEN is  scheduled for  N, larc l i  17th to the 19th,  1989 -
details in next month's nes'sletter.

'fhis rronth ploblem:
9 Point ,  Nlatch.

Scole 0-0.
O  h a s  c u b c  a t  2 .

X t .o  p lar .  4-4?

Pos j . t i on

Schedule of BACIiGAMMON Events (Inforrnation and entry forms ava,ilablc tlrru l l lJC)
Nov 20nd lOth Flint Bii.thday Club Charnpionship - Flint, Nil
Nov 25-27 Children's Hospibal Benefit - Cambriclse. N/LA.
DEC 4th HBC's Doubles Tournament, Bomiay Bicycle Club, Indianapolis
Jan 11-15 6th Nevada State Championship -  Peppermi l l  L lote l ,  Reno.  N\ , '
Feb 03-05 l l th  Annual  Char i ty  Tournarnent  -  P i t tsburgh,  pA
Feb 24-20 Bluegrass Regional - Louisvil le, I(Y
MAR 17-19 37th INDIANA Open -  ?????????
Aprl4-16 N{idu'est Charnpionship - Chicago
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