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37th INDIANA OPEN March 17-19.1989
For  those who a t tend the  INDIANA tournaments  regu la r ly ,  they  have been g iven a  tour  o f  Indranapo l is  due
to al l  the di f ferent hotels used to hosb the tournaments. The 37th INDIANA OPEN wi l l  be no di f ferent;  i t
rv i l l  be held at the Radisson Hotel  which is located at the prest igious I ieystone at the Crossing,
Iud ianapo l is 'most  exc lus ive  shopp ing  and en ter ta inment  complex .  Th is  rvou ld  be  a  g rea t  tournament  to  b r ing
your  spouse,  because the  ho te l  i s  connected  to  the  Fash ion  Mal l  wh ich  has  over  100 spec ia l ty  s to res  inc lud ing
Jacobson's,  Brook Brothers and Gidding Jenny. The complex also has a dozen f ine restaurants al l  wi t t r in
walking distance. The tournament again wi l l  feature the INDY $SOO and already copied MICROBLITZ
events .

Editor ial  -  Players El igibi l i ty
The quest ion about a player 's el ig ibi l i ty has surfaced (Chicago Point Nervsletter,  October,  November and
December  1988) .  Before  1980,  most  tournaments  had two d iv is ions ;  Open and In te rmed ia te .  Not  much la te r
a third divis ion (Novice or Beginners) was added. The purpose of having 3 divis ions is impi iecl  and has not
been stated anyr,vhere for some t ime, so let 's review. The Open Divis ion is the easiest to def ine and is just
that:  a divis ion where any one can play with no restr ict ions. The Novice divis ion is for the "new' i  or
inexperienced players. The Intermediate divis ion is somewhere in between and there l ies the problem. The"somewhere 

in bet lveen" rvi l l  depend on whether the tournament is a local rveekl l '  eu.nt,  a regional
tournament  o r  a  ma jor  tou t 'nament  l i ke  Reno or  the  Wor ld  Championsh ips .  Some loca l  tournaments  do  no t
have a Novice Divis ion.

What becomes f i re deciding factor for some players is the entry fee versus their  percept ion of their  abi l i ty to
cash. In a local eveni,  the cl i f fe lence is $S-$t0, surely not enough to make a cl i f ference. \ \ /here the problem
starts to show up is in the regional tournaments where the di f ference in entry fee can be $75 to $150. The
regional tournament also has the acidi t ional cost of  t ravel and hotel .

At every legional and majol  tournament,  comments are made about players playing "dou,n".  I t  has been
suggested that a nat ional organizat ion rvould be the answer to this problem. \ \ rel l ,  r t  rvould certainly help but
i t  w i l l  no t  comple te ly  so lve  the  prob lem.  I t  may he lp  where  a  p layer  en ters  a  tournament  in  par t  o f  the
country lvhere he is not known. With a nat ional organizat ion, results of al l  tor.rrnamenfs could be publ ished
complete rvi th size of f ie ld ancl rv innings.

For  now,  the  ansrver  s t i l l  l i es  on  the  ind iv idua l  d i rec to rs  to  po l i ce  the i r  o rvn  tournament .  On ly  they  have the
besb idea of whab the relat ive strength of the di f ferent div is ions are. Surely i f  a player 's el ig ibi l i ty is
ques t ionab le ,  the  d i rec to r  has  o ther  d i rec to rs  to  po l l .  One ' ru le  o f  thumb'used rs  i f  a  p layer  rv ins  a  lower
d iv is ion  in  the i r  tournament  o r  a  touLnament  o f  equa l  s ize  and en t ry ,  then he /she is  no  longer  e l ig ib le  fo r  tha t
divis ion. But this does not ahvays apply to al l  rv inners. I t 's also up to al l  p lal .ers to br ing any facts to l ight
about  another  p layer  to  the  d i rec to r  tha t  cou ld  a f fec t  a  p layer 's  e l ig ib i l i t y .  Jus t  say ing  "he /she 

shou ld  no t  be
al lorved to play in that div is iorr"  is uot enough.

From a player 's vierv i t  may be economics that causes him/her to play do'nln in a lou'er c l iv is ion, but i t  up to
bhe c l i rec to rs  to  p ro tec t  the  in teg l i t l '  o f  tournaments  and compet i t i ve  backgammon.

Dit 'ector 's Note: As cl i recLor of the INDIANA tournaments, I  hav'e had to tel l  a half  c lozen players that they
coulcl  not play in a lorver divis ion. \ {ost have moved to a higher cl iv is ion. I  have hacl a player cal l  me rvho
ho"  ' . lo^o . l  i ' .  rh^  Open D iv is ion  and sa id  i f  he  can ' t  p lay  in  the  In te rmed ia te  d rv is ion .  tha t  he  was no t
coming; he did not come. As a sic le note: I la Hoffberg was told a year and half  ago that he rvoulcl  not be able
to  p lay  in  the  In te rmec l ia te  anc l  he  has  no t  en tered  an  INDIANA tournament  s ince .

Hoos ie r  P ips . . .Scot t  Arche w i l l  be  the  d i rec to r  o f  the  upcoming B luegrass  Reg iona l  Tournamenb,  February
24-26, 1989.. . .HBC ' iv ishes to thank al l  those who sent warm greet ings from around the country:  Mark
Anshus(Wl),  Ron Black( lN),  John Brussel(NY), Dave Cardwel l(Ml),  Carol  Joy Coie(Fl int) ,  J im & Cassie
Curt is(IN),  Bi l l  Davis(Chicago),  Jo DeLano(IN) Jack & Salve Fagan(St Louis),  Judy Field(MI),  Sam & Joyce
Janj igian(Boston),  Mark lv l ik i lon(IN),  Mike l{eener & Laura Nuhn(MI),  I (athy Quelch (NV), Paul & Michel le
Colpo(PA), Ralph & l t4ar ie Roberts(IN),  Cheryl  Si lver (CA) and GIenn Theobald ( lN). . . .Players showing up for
rveekly play on December 23r 'd rvere t leated to evening of f ree play.

HBC

HBC'S

Hotl ine u= Butch & N,faly Ann Nfeese, 7620 l( i lmer Lane, Indianapol is,  IN 46256 (317) 845-8435

nervsletter subscript ion rate $0.00/year (overseas $10/year).  Let us know i f  your aclclress changes.



Interm Division PlaY-Offs

Mike Norman

Marv Ann

Norman

Howard Givel

Ann Meese

League Play-offs Finish with Gino and Mary Ann as Winners!
Twenty members of  the league p layed in  two d iv is ions for  3  months.  Each member p lays everyone e lse
and in  the Open d iv is ion p lays three 9-point  matches and 7-point  matches in  the In termediate d iv is ion.  The
four  p layers wt th the best  win- loss record advances to  the ladder  p lay-of fs  in  the i r  d iv ts ion Any t ies are
broken by the head- to-head resul ts .  Gino Agrest i  won the Open Div is ion and Mary Ann Meese won the
lntermediate Div is ion.  Ful l  resul ts  are l is ted below.

Open Drvision PlaY-Otfs Gino Aqresti

.fi13'999..:::::
t h e  s i x t h  a n n u a l

NEVADA STATE
B A C K G A M M O N
C H A M P I O N S H  I P
J A N U A R Y  1 1 - 1 5 .  1 9 8 9

NORTHERN NEVADA
B A C K G A M M O N  A S S O C I A T I O N

P . O .  B O X  7 0 1 0 1
R E N O .  N E V A D A  8 9 5 7 0

Bi l l  Gheen

Jim Curtis Gheen

im Curtis -2 & 9-7 (18 games)

Woody Woodworth -5, 6-9 & 9-6 (24 games)

7-5 &7-4 (23 games)

Dave Smith 7-6,2-7 &7-4 (20 games)

7-1  & 7-5  (9  games)

Top Ten - The competi l ion for 1988 has passed and the points counted. Larry Strommen is HBC's 1988
player of the Year.  th.  top spot was up for grabs after 11 months, but Larry 's f ine shovuing in December

Iocied i t  up. New faces in the TOP TtrN are I(en Bruck and Rick Reahard. I (en made a good shorving

having to t iavel f rom Ft.  Wayne each week. Rick coulcl  have make a better showing but did not play the la{

t lvo nionths of the year.  An Awards Tournament is set for February 19th at Dooley O'Toole's.  The TOP

TtrN wi l l  be awarcled the engraved doubl ing cubes. The tournament is open to al l  who rvant to attend.

Deta i l s  in  nex t  months  news leb ter .

Ann Meese

6-9, 9-8 & 9-1 (21 games)

esults for Decernber

ember  l s t  December  S th ber  15 th  December  @

Lar ry
Butch

Stromnten
Meese
u r tot t

I(en Bruck

!-":" 
strommen

Larry Strommen
Mary Ann Meese

Ken Bruck
Dauid Smitlt

Chuck Stimming
lien Bruck

t c A ' D o b r a t :

i n a l  l 9

Lar ry  S t rommen
Butch lv leese

a lph  Rober t s

Woody Woodrvolth
Ivlary Ann N4eese
Mick  Dobra tz
I (en  Bruck
Rick  Reahard
I{orvarcl  Givel
( l l r n " L -  { t i m n r i n o

Cyrus lt4obed
lvlark N4ikolon
Don Burton
Dav id  Srn i th
Donna Susens
J im Cur t i s
Gino  Agres t i
B l ian  Ne lson
I {ev in  McLeaster
John R i tzer t
J im I (nauer
I t4ike Norman
Bi l l  Gheen

17.78 tr l l is Blay
15.47 Ed WLight
14 .56  Frank  Scot t ,
14 .28  Bob Green
13.85  Je f f  Baker
13.39  Glenn Theoba lc l
13.31 George Cra'w'forcl
12.07 Bi l l  , Iu l i t rn
10.34  I i i r y  Bcck
9 . 1 8  F l e l k  B r l c l r v i n
9 .10  John R lusse l
7 .92  Jo  De lano
7.20 Vcs . lohnsorr
6 .54  I t i chard  De lFu l ia
6 .25  B i l l  I Iodes
4.88  John O ' l lagan
4.42  Stu  Whi tcoml r
4 .15  Tom I lenc l ryx
,1 .03  R ick  S tannard
3.76  L inc  Bede l l
3.42 Jay Nelson
2.86 Jim Wilson

2.-18 Mark Carlson
2.26  Don Watk ins
2.26 Don Slvansorr
2.23 Cassie Curt is
2 .02  Randy F lo i t
1 . 0 0  Z c y r l a  S u z u k i
1 .92  Lar ry  Buck ingham
1.92 Pau l  Ba log
I .72  A lcx  Somerv i l le
1 . 6 2  C a b l i e l  M u l l e l
I  .2.1 Greg Varba,nov
0 . 9 6  W a l t e r ' f l i c e
0 .90  Bob Bu lch i ra l te l
0 .72  Ch l is  Graves
0.70  L inc la  Seamou
0.70 Flalold Bra,nch
0.68  Frank  Vo i lo l
0 .56  Lee l { ren
0.50  John l ,eus ing
0.50 Doty Somervi l le
0.48 Cassidy Dobratz
0 .48  Denn is  Schu l tz
0 .47

0.41
0 .32
0 .26
0.2-1
0 .21
0.20
0 . 1 8
0.1-1
0 . 1 2
0 . 1 2
0.08
0.08
0.08
0 .06
0.06
0.06
0.0.1
0.04
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02

2 . 7 4  M a r s a r e t  R o l ; e r t s
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Revisi t  double 4s problern: g Point Match, Score 0-0.
O has  cube a t  2 .  X  to  p lay  4 -4?

In this posi t ion, o has control  of  the outer board and is crose to a
redouble. Double 4's is a great rol l  for X ancl should not be
rvasted by moving 22-10x, 6-2. x gains nothing whe' o hi ts
e i ther  o f  the  t rvo  b lo ts .  The advantage X has  is  the  p ip  counr ;
X: l19 ancl O:143 after the moye. One of the best choices for X
is to move 22-14(2),  establ ishing a new midpoint.  O has few
at tack ing  numbers  anc l  even i f  a t tacked has  to  h i t  loose and X
has 27 reentry numbers r .v i th useful  numbers to cover the blots in
h is  home board .  X 's  bes t  chance to  race  home wi th  the  lead is  by
moving 2 pieces to the 14 point.  X should refrain from makins
the ,s .a fe  22-18(3) ,  6 -2  p lav .  \ \ / r th  th is  p lay ,  X  is  caught  need in [
c loub les  aga in  to  c lear  the  18  po in t .  o  has  the  t im ins  to  ho lc l  the
12 point unt i l  X is forcecl  to br.eak.

WORLD CUP Match
Joe Sylvester versus Alan Steffen

37 Point SemiFinal Match

Dur ing  1989,  th is  match  rv i l l  be  presented  in  i t s  en t , i re ty  in  th is  news le t te r ,  l  to  4  games each month .  The
f irst  two games are- or the next page. Along with the 34 games, al l  the cloubl ing poi i t ion. rv i l l  be presented.
There  are  some both  rn te res t ing  and exc i t ing  games in  th is  match  be t rveen tu ,o  o f  the  bes t .
Ins t ruc t ions :
You lv i l l  need a backgammon board to fol low along. The board is numbered 1 to 24 rvi th al l  points numbered
based on the vierv of the player on rol l .  The home port ion of the board is numberecl 1-6. Bearing off  is
denoted as movit lg to the O'zero'point.  Bach player wi l l  a lways be moving from a higher to lorver poi i t  wi th
only the point(s) moved to used. To make i t  easier to fol low, the larger number .ol l .d is c lenoted f i rst .  In
some s i tua t ions  rvhere  the  smal le r  number  ro l led  is  fo rced,  i t  w i l l  be  pre ien ted  f i rs t .  An  example :  be ing  on  the
BAR with a rol l  of  52 and the 5-point made and the 2-point open.

Abbreviat ions used are CB - Closed Boarcl ,  t rF -  t rntry Fai lure, NP - No Play Possible, x -  opponents piece
was h i t , .52  -  superscr ibe  denotes  2  o r  p ieces  mov ing  to  the  same po in t ;  th is  e iample  has  Z  p ieces  mov ing  to
the  5  po in t .

In the doubi ing posit ions, Joe wi l l  be 'X'  ancl  Alan 'O' ancl  are shown from Joe Sl. lvester 's side of the board.
Study those f i rst  l tefore going thlough the games.

-Gqxl Times You Ctrn'l'rustr," I

f ' f { l * t }  { | l , l " l  I  l ' l
GOOUTIME l lAl t  & l : . \ ' l  l : t ( \ '  I

6771 E. [J6th - ('aslle rorr I
(lub-Osco I'laza I(alz) 84e-7lr5s 

I

Schedr. r le v e n t s  ( l n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  e n t r v  f o r m s  a v a i l a b l e  t
J a n  1 1 - 1 5
Feb 03-05
Ireb 12
Feb 19
Ireb 2.1-26
MAR 17-1s
Apr  14-16
Ju l  28-30

6th  Nevada Sta te  Championsh ip  -  Peppermi l l  Hote l ,  Reno,
l l th  Annua l  Char i ty  Tournament  -  P i t t sburgh,  PA
Fleet Underwood Benef i t  -  Fl int ,  MI
HBC's Awards Tournament -  Dooley O'Toole's
Biuegrass Regional -  Louisvi l le,  I tY
37th INDIANA Open - Radisson Hotel
Nf idrvest Championship -  Chicago
Nlichigan Summer Championship -  Fl int ,  MI

'Toole's -  Behind C'ast

(702)  826-1984
(412)  241 -1301
(313)  232-e731
HBC Hotline
(502) 458-543e
HBC Hotline
(312)  338-6380
(313)  232-e731

849-7355



World Cup

G a , m e  I

Joe Svlvester - 1 Alan Steffen - 2
Rol l  P laved Ro l l P laved

37 Point Nlatclr

G a m e  2

Joe Svlvester - 1 Alan Steffen - 4
Rol l  P layed Ro l l  P laved

SemiFinal

1 )
t \
3 )
4)
5 )
6 )
t )

8)
e)

10)
1 1 )
r2)
13)
r4)
1 5 )
1 6 )
17)
1 8 )
1e)
'rn)

2r)
t t \

23)
24)
25)
26)
, 7 \

' R \

ra )
30)
3 1 )
32)
33)
34)
35)

52
52
62
5 1
32
4 l
22
44
53

4 l
42
2 I
43
5 1
53
54
5 1
42
52
3 1
63
43
4 I
4 l
6 1
52
1 l
6,1
65
53
62
62
65

6 1
3 1
6 3
1 1
5 1
65
63
32
44

64
3 2
64
64
55
5 1
43
62
5 1
32
63
42
53
6 1
6 1
6.1
54
6 1
62
32
62
5 1
5 1
65

43
4 l
t o

1 ,

54
62
52
55
J I

44
6 1
2 1
64
32
62
66

8 1 1
1 7 x
r f

6 2 3
23x 3x

o . . l
Z , \

5x-3x
trF'

22 trF
t  a k e

24 trF
23 EF
24x-22

1F8

21 1
8  10x

3 6
3 2 3
4x2
3 4
L 2

3 N P
2 l

3 N P
2 N P
l N P
l N P

I .
NP
1 2
4
1 5
7

game

22 trF
22x trF
2f  14x
dbl to 2?

3xF13
Ft '1  1  1x

t 4
1 5
3x2
8

2 1 8
1 3
1 5
trF'
EF
EF

20 10
1 3

6F13

5
1 F 1 0

1 6
4 N P
5 6
0 3
gz
0F6

0 1

1 1  5
8 5
4z
a )

3x- 1x
db l  to  2?

l 4
J X

3 2 2
1 6
I ! )

1 1  1 0
b -

t 2
t 2

t)

1 8
1 6
a
1 6
t 2

6 0
pass

J o e - 1

2 2 7
trF

t  ake
22 EF

EF'
23 EF'

EF'
2 3 2
2 6

1 8 2  1 :
5 6

- F 1 2

5 " " I 3
l2x 2
7x-6
2F12

16x-13
7 4
1 0 3

db l  to  4?

Alan  -  6

- ,
r )
o -

q., '7

4 0

1 )
t \

3)
4)
5)
6)
t )

8)
e)

10)
1 1 )
12)
13 )
r4)
15)
1 6 )
17)
18)
1e )
20)
2r)
, , \
23)

2 l
5 1
42
64
42

64
32
52
53
63
c.t
51
52
53
6 1
43
5.{
6 1
63
3 1
6 1

5 1
5 1
6 1
2 l
1 l' t l

8 5
8 5

2x 23
20 trF'

X
x

lr
o
0
o

X
x
I
I

0
o
o

:

1:
o
o
o

X

I
6

??
o
o

X
X

=
l

X

I
4

o o o o
o o o
o 0 0 l

o o i

x 1
X X
x x x x x
X X X X X X

2 3  2 2  2 7

9  1 0  l L  L

l:
X
X

o

:
2

1 4  2 3 : : : 1 : r l  l - 9  t 8  1 t  1 6  i a  t 4  i i

Y Y ' ] . x
, o o o o x

2 4  2 3  2 2  2 1  2 A  1 9 1 8  1 7  L 6  L 5  1 4  1 3

2 3
I
1

Game 2 ]love 6
A l a n ( O ) - 4
J o e ( X ) - 1

X  d b L  t o  2 ?

o ' s  P c =  1 4 9

X ' S  P C =  1 3 6

O ' s  P C :  3 5a ' s  P C :  1 6 3

Game 1 l love 10
A l a n ( O )  2
J o e ( X ) - 1

O  d b l  t o  2 ?

o
o
o

BAP.

x x x
X - X

X O X X
O X O X X

Game 2 Move 22
A l a n ( o ) - 4
J o e ( X ) - L

O  d b L  t o  4 ?

o
o

o o
x , s  P c =  1 5 6

L 2 3 4 5 6 I  8  9  1 0  1 1  L 2 L 2 3 4 5 6 7  I  9  1 0  L 1  1 2


