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Hoosier Backsammon Club and The Louisvi l le Backsammon ClLrb uresent
National Labor Day Backgarnm6n Tournarnent

featuring the National Club Tearn Challenge
Sgptember 1-.1, 1989 in Indianapol is directecl  by Butch N'Ieese.

The Hoosiel  and Louisvi l le Backgammon Clubs are joining folces to host the Nat ional Labor Day
Backgammon Tournament.  This year i t  wi l l  be held in Indianapol is and next 1.ear in Louisvi l le.  The
featurecl  event rvi l l  be the Nat ional Club Team Chal lenge. Clubs rvi l l  be receiving a special  invi tat ion
some t ime in \ fay 'w' i th complete detai ls.  Butch Meese rvi l l  d irect both tournaments. Check in next month's
news le t te r  fo r  fu l ther  de ta i l s .

37th INDIANA OPEN - Radisson Hotel - Indianapolis
A record crolcl ,  excel lent hotel /shopping mal l  and lots of
backgammon were some the comments received by the
tournamenb staf l  about the 37th INDIANA Open. Abtendance
was a recorcl  (see graph) over the last 5 years. The doubles event
was almost a clean sweep for Michigan players: Mike Nelson
(MA) teamed rvi th Dean Adamian to f in ish second. Yamin Yamin
(lL) won over Frank Talbot ( \ , { l )  in the INDY500. The MicroBl i tz
events proved to be populal  again with Bob Holyon (WI)
captur ing  the  Open \ { i c roB l i t z  aud Steve Hast  (PA)  w inn ing  the
Limited. Red-hot Doug Roberts (u,on Reno) came through the
main f l ight undefeated but rvent colcl  against streaking Gary l (ay
(Chicago).  Gary lost his seconcl rouncl match in the main and
proceedec l  to  rv in  8  s t ra igh t  matches  to  capture  the  Open D iv is ion
top pr ize. Bd I( ing (OII)  used his free entry,  donated by FIBC to
benef i t  Opelat ion Ireed (raised $0SO;, to f in ish sccond in the
Intermediate Dir . is ion. He rvas the main undefeated but was
defeated trv ice in the l inals by Paul Flanks (Chicago).  In the
nov ice  d iv is ion ,  bo th  Lou is  S te iner  (PA) ,  w inner ,  and Mary  F lanks
( C h i c a g o ) ,  f i n a l i s t ,  g l a d r r a t e d  t o  t h e  I n t e r m e d i a r e  D i v i s i o n  i n
fu tu re  tournaments .  Consra tu la t ions  to  a l l  the  w inners .
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Open Divis ion (56)
1st Gary l (ay (Chicago)
2nd Doug Roberts (N{ahopac, N\ ' )
3 rd  F la r ry  Cohn (Park  R idge,  IL )
C-1  Frank  Ta lbo t  (S ter l ing  F I ts ,  N I I )
C-1  Ec l  O 'Laugh l in  (NJ)
C34 Jirn Baroff  ( \ \ rashington, DC)
C3.1  Gene Cha i t  (Ch icago)

Novice Divis ion (19)
1s t  Lou is  S te iner  ( l ' i t t sburgh,  PA)
2nd Nfar l ' '  Franks (Cir icago)
C-1  Darcey  B lady  (N{ ich igan C i ty ,JN)
C-2  Fred  Amer ican (Brook lyn ,  NY)

Indy $500 (16)
1sb Yamin  Yamin  (Deer f ie ld , lL )
2 n < [  F l a n k  T r l b o t  ( S t e l l i r r g  H t s ,  T \ l l )

$50 Sunday Jackpot  (16)
1st,  Ralph Storvel l  ( \4inneapol is,  I \ {N)

aro lc l  Branch ( l ,ou isv i l le

lntermediate Division (50)
1s t  Pau l  Franks  (Ch icago)
2nd Ed I( ing (Plain City,  OI{)
3 rd  S teve l {as t  (P i t t sburgh,  PA)
C-1 Carol  Falk (Detroi t ,  \4I)
C-2  Ph i l ip  Bar le f t  (Ch icago)
C3-1 Greg Val l ; inor '  (F t  \ \ rayne, IN)
C34 Lar ly  Decke l  (Lou isv i l le )

Doubles (32)
lst  i \4 ike Charison/Joe Sylvester (N{l)
2nd \{ ike Nelson/Dean Aclamian ( lvIA/N4I)
C-1 John Carr ico/Calol  Jo1'  Cole (Fl int)
C-2 Len Locler/\\/anda N4oLtuk (N,{l)

Open MicroBl i tz (6a):  Bob Hol l 'on (N,I i l l ,aukee, \ \ l l )
Limited MicroBl i tz (6a):  Ste'r 'e Hast (Pi t tsburgh, PA)

$25 Sunday Jackpot (16)
1s t  Fouad Malou f  (Peor ia ,  IL )
2r r c l  Sco t  t  A l che  (  [ , oL r i s l i l

HBC Hotl ine us Butch , t  l fary Ann Nfeese, 7620 I( i lmer Lane, Incl ianapol is,  IN

HBC's nel 's let ter subscript ion rate $O.OO/yeaL (overseas $10/year).  Let us knorv

46256 (317)  845-8435

i f  1 'o r r r  r t l r l  ress  changes



National Rules
The nerv U. S. Backgammon Rules and Procedures have norv bcen usecl at  t l 'o toul 'naments, the
Bluegrass Regional ancl  the 37th Indiana Open ancl wi l l  cont inue to be used at ot1-rer tournaments througirout
the year.  ' lhe present rules are consiclerecl  the f i rst  working draft  ancl  changes rvi l l  be macle every 6 to 12
months. I t  is up to you, the playcrs, to give these rules ser ious consiclerat ion ancl send in your impressions,
comments  and suggest ions  to -one o f  the  nervs le t te rs .  I f  you  do  no t  1 ,e t  have e  copy  anc l  i ven t  on-e ,  ma i l  a
self-addressed stamped envelope to I IBC to receive a copy.

Est imation of the Winning Chances --  Beat ing
The 9 th  Annua l  Ch icago Open hos ted  by
Holvard N,Iarkol ' r tz was a yery enjoyable
tournament for this rvr i ter bccause of i ts
somervhat unusual format that nrovides the
in te rmed ia te  p laycr  rv i th  a  min imum of  10
matches  in  the  main  tournament  u lus  a  shot  a t
the consolat ion i f  his/her u'on- loi t  recorcl  does
r r o t  q u a l i l ' r ' f o r  t h e  m a i r r  f i r r a l s .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e
in  match  p la1 ,  i s  ex t remely  va lna l t le  anc l  the
ab i l i t y  to  recoup pa l t  o f  the  en t ry  fee  fo r  each
match  rvon re ta ins  some incent ive  th rouehout
main bracket play. Though my fortr-rne i i r  the
main tournament rvas less than goocl,  in the
single-el iminat ion consolat ion f l ight,  I  reached
the semi-f inal  ancl  rvas at c louble-match noint in
the  match ;  the  u . inner  ac lvanc ing '  to  a
guaranteec l  payout  spot .  The game s ta r ted  as  a
hit t ing ch,rel  ancl  reachecl the posit ion shown
belorv:

After a bl ief  pause to u' ish for the dots on the cl ice to change to something a bi t  more favorable, I  (X) played
15-6 and hoped for the best.  No such luck. My opponeni threrv one of"5 goocl 8 's ancl  hi t .  Al t \ough my
opponent coulcl  also hi t  rv i th l0 (3 addit ional numbers),  those hi ts r ,vould actr-ral ly be to my benef i t  on balance
ei lher bv leaving addit ional blots or by the total  vacat ion of my 5-point and forfei t ing future double shot
probabi l i ty.  lv{y next rol l  of  6-3 missed his open targets and the rout was on. I  soon had trvo checkers f ly ing
behind a 5-pl inre and u'as easi l l '  c lefeatecl .  C'est Ia backgammon.

Normal ly  I  l vou ld  have cursed my luck ,  packed up  the  checkers  and lookec l  fo r  a  chouet te  bu t  the  tournament
rvas rvincl ing clol 'n ancl  act ion \ \ ras sparse. So I  reset the posit ion and askecl a ferr  of  the open divis ion players
about the posit ion. Al l  agreed that the 15-6 play lvas the only reasonable play, l tut  they also est imated O's
winning cirances at no better than sl ight ly over 507o because of X's excel lent ly t imed trvo point backgame and
my au,krvarcl  bear- in si tuat ion. Being somervhat surpr ised at this lorv est imate, I  later rol leci  out the posit ion
a f te r  the  15-6  p lay  100 t imes.  The p lay  o f  subsequent  ro l l s  i s  re la t i ve ly  s t ra igh t fo r rvarc l  assuming tha t  O 's
pr io r i t y  i s  bo  main ta in  h is  5 -3  backgame and es tab l i shment  o f  a  5 -p l ime in  o r  near  h is  home board .  X 's
moves are  la rge l l ' fo rcec l  u ' i th  some v i l ia t ion  i f  he  immedia te ly  ge ts  the  le tu rn  h i t (s )  f rom the  bar .  Horv  o f ten
does X rvin? \ \ rould you bel ieve 617o of the t ime. And with i r . i i " .  the gammons t i rat  O gets ( though in this
case,  gammons were  i r re levant ) .  So ,  u 'ha t ' s  the  po in t ,  you  ask? There  are  a  fe rv .  F i rs t ,  es t imat ion  o f  rv inn ing
chances can l)c tough, even for t ,he best of  pla,yers. Seconcl,  double shots are or.errated. O rvi l l  ayerage about
1.- l  per game from this posit ion, hi t t ing a l i t t le over half  of  those ancl yet rv inning only a moclerate percentage
of  those games.  The er r l ie l  the  h i t ,  the  less  o f ten  O w ins ,  a  s r , rbs tan t ia l  con t r ibu t ion  to  O 's  rv inu ing  chances .
O won no games in u'hich he did not get the hi t  at  al l ,  around 257a probabi l i ty.  A minor learning point for
the less experiencecl player gainecl f rom t,his relat ively tecl ious exercise is that "stacking" checkers on points,  i f
possible, is a part ial ly ef fect ive defense against the double-point back game as such as tact ic can "ki l l "  at
leas t  one number  and he lp  des t roy  the  t i rn ing  o f  the  opponent 's  back  game,  thereby  o f ten  reduc ing  the  doub le
shot probabi l i ty to one of a single shot.  Sarvdust

Note: The 10th Chicago Open again this year u' i l l  use the 10-match forrnat.  I t  wi l l  be i reld at the West in
Hotel  O'Hare, N{emorial  Da1, \ \ /eekencl.  Cal l  Joann Feinstein (312) 674-0120 or HBC for further detai ls.

the  Doub le  Shot

Scheclule oi  RACI{GA\' l \ , fON Events ( lnformation ancl entrv forms avai lable thlu HBC
A p r  1 4 - 1 6
r\pr 15
It4ay 05-07
May 07
May 18-21
N,Iay 26-29
Jul 28-30
Sep 01-0.1

Nl i i l rvest Championship -  Chicago
Coi lege Park  Open Backgarnmon Tournament  -  Bethesda,  NID
10th Granite State Open & 7th Nerv England Team - Nerv IJarr-rpshi le
Centlal  I l l inois BG ClLrb Backga,mmon Tournatnent -  Sly Fox Pub
Backgammon & I l lackjack Tournaments -  Douglas, Is le of N' Ian
10th  Annr . ra l  Ch icago Open -  West in  l lo te l  O 'Hare ,  Ch icago
N'I ichigan Summer Championship -  Fl int ,  N{I
Nat ional Labor Day Backgammon Tournament -  Indianapol is

(312)  338-63E0
(301) 530-0604
(603) e24-7076
(30e)  6e2-6e09
(0624) 8510.15

(312)  674-0120
(313)  232-e731
HBC Hotl ine

849-7355URSDA\'S 7PN{  a t  Doo lev  O 'Too le 's  -  Beh inc l  Cas t le ton  Sq on  86 th  St
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Hoos ier  P ips . . .Br ing  in  a  nerv  p layer  and rece ive  a  f ree  en t ry  to  rveek ly  p iay . . . l lBC u 'e lcomes ne 'w p layer ,  Bob
I(emel ly. . .HBC rvelcomed out-of- torvn vis i tors on March 16: John Bmssel(NY), Linc Beclel l (NH), Wencly
I(aplan(NY) ancl \ \ Ial ter Tr ice(N,{A). . .Congrats to N{ick Dobratz,  ' , , r 'ho rvas marr ied on N'farch 25th.. .Thanks to
Ron Whi tney  (NY) ,  Jamie  Cu l t i s  ( lndy)  and Glenn Theoba ld  ( Indy)  fo r  the i r  ass is tance dur ing  the  37 th
INDIAN;\ Open.. .Lots of get u 'el l  rv ishes to Carol  Joy Cole who is recovering from her N,Iarch 23rd surgery.

WORLD CUP Match
Joe Sylvester versus Alan Steffen
37 Point SemiFinal Match

Dur ing  1989,  th is  mabch rv i l l  be  presented  in  i t s  en t i re ty  in  th is
nervs le t te r ,  1  to  4  games each month .  Th is  month  games 10  and 11  are
on the  nex t  page.  A long ' rv i th  the  34  games,  a l l  the  doub l ing  pos i t ions
wi l l  be  presented .  There  are  some both  in te res t ing  and exc i t ing  games
in this match betrveen trvo of the best.

Instruct ions:
You wi l l  need a backgammon boarcl  to fol low along. The board is
numberecl I  to 2-1 with al l  points numbered ba,sed on the vier,v of the
player on rol l .  The home port ion of the board is numbered 1-6.
Bearing off  is denotecl  as moving to the 0 'zero'  point.  Each player wi l l
a lrvays be moving from a higher bo lorver point with only the point(s)
moved to used. To make rt  easier to fol lorv,  the larger number rol lecl  is
denoted f i rst .  In some si tuat ions rvhet 'e the smal ler number rol led is
forcecl ,  i t  rv i l l  be presentecl  f i rst .  An exam'ple: being on the BAR with a
ro l l  o f  52  and the  5-po in t  make and the  2-po in t  open.

Abbreviat ions nsed are CB - Closed Boarcl ,  t rF -  t rntry Fai lure, NP - No
Play  Poss ib le ,  x  -  opponents  p iece  r ' vas  h i t ,5 r  -  superscr ibe  denotes  2  o r
pieces moving to the same point;  this example has 2 pieces moving to
the  5  po in t .

In the doubl ing posit ions, Joe rvi l l  be 'X'  ancl  Alan 'O' aucl  are shou'n
from Joe Syl ' r .ester 's sic le of the boalcl .  Study those f i rst  before going
through the  games.

1 9  8 9 i n t  S t a n r l i n s s  a s  o l  \
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Chuck  St imming
Woody \Voodlorth
NI ick  Dobra tz
Butch  N leese
Lar ry  S t rommen
Horvard Givel
I \ {ar1'  Ann N{eese
Jef f  Baker
Cyrus Nlobecl
David Srni th
Frank  Scot t
Greg \rarbinov
I(ay Beck
Glenn Theoba ld

Brian Nelson
Iten Bluck
Mar ty  L indenmayer
J im Cu l t i s
Don Burton
Bi l l  Gheen
Michael Shanas
Ron Black
I(evin McLeaster
John Brussel
Cassie Curt is
Don Trapp
George Crawford
Jamie  Cur t i s

1 . 8 0
1 . 7 6
1 . 1 4
0 . 9 8
0 . 9 4
0.80
0.80
0.48
0.,12
0 . 3 2
0.32
0.32
0.32
t r .  i +

0 . 1 8

Jim l t { ieske
\res Johnson
Amber \ \ r iesler
Lar ry  Buck ingham
Donna Susens
Gino Agres t i
Ja1'  Nelson
John R i tzer t
N, I i ke  He l lmer
\\ /al ter Tr ice
Bob Calhoun
Bob I(emerly
Tom Henclryx
L inc  Bede l l

5.40
5 .36
4.23
3 .55
3.06
2 .79
2.60
2.10
2.30
2.24
o o l

2 . 1 0
1 . 9 2
1 . 9 0
1 . 8 8

0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 .10
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.04
0.02
0.02
0.02

Cassidv Dobra,t ,z
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World Cup

Garne 10

.Ioe Svlvester - 5 A l a n  S t e f f e n  -  l 4
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Game 11

,Toe Sylvester -  0 Alrn Stef fen -  14
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Game 10  O :14
Move 6 X; 5
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Game 11  O :14
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