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1989 Michigan Surnrner Backgarnrnon Charnpionships
A record crowd (212) converged on Flint, Michigan for the MrcHIGAN Summer Backgammon
Championships sponsored by EF Hutton and Michelob. Despite the mediocre accommodations,
diff icult air travel and packed playing area, Carol Joy Cole ancl staff,  HBC's Mary Ann Meese and
Woody Woodworth and Flint 's John Carrico and Judy F ield, ran the 2nd largest tournament in the
c.ountry this year - a tt 'ue compliment to one of the best directors in backgammon today. A special
double-el imination grid was developed to handle the record 87 plavers in the Open Division.
Overf low Intermediate aud double events were adcled to accommodate the large crowd. HBC
players who attended wer.e Mick Dobratz, David Smith and Larry Strornmen, but only Larry with
par tner  Nei l  Kazaross was able to  cash in  the main doubles.

Open Divis ion (87)
1s t  Gary  Kay  ( lL )
2nd Wilcox Snel l ings (PA)
3rd David Pettypiece (MI)
415 Jim N4ieske (OH)
4/5  Bas i l  Farah  (1 \ l l )
C1 Dav id  L ibchaber  ( IL )
C2 Joanie Ross (MI)
C34 Don Desmond (IL)
C34 Rick Todd (MI)
Flinr $soo (r0;
l s t  Ray  Glaeser  (NJ)
2nd Ed PetLi l lo (FL)

Doubles (32)
1st Vi to D'Alessanclro/Ralph Schaffner
2nd I tathy Rudnick/Ron Stur

Intermediate (63)
1s t  Pete  RydeL (OH)
2nd V. W. Zimnicki  ( lL ' )
3rd Stu I(atz ( IL)
C1 Steve Hast (PA)
C2 Al ice I(ay ( IL)
C34 Sharon Lennon (I(Y)
C34 t rd  S imms (CAN)

Interm Overflow (30)
lst  Tr ish Hegland (CA)
2nd Jonathan Bennet ts  (CAN)
C1 Scott  r \ rche (I(Y)
C2 Ralph Schaffner '  (CAN)

Overf low Doubles (16)
ls t  Duane Jensen/She l  Sega l
2nd Bade i  Khoury /George Farah

Srnford T Krplen

ffi
IE{M{N
MNTONI

Novice (32)
lst  Mark Gough (CAN)
2nd Mike  F isher  (OH)
C1 Gai l  Lo l i ck  ( f l in t )
C2 Car r ie  Mor r is  (F l in f )
C34 Janet  Genter  (PA)
C34 Judy  Schaf fner  (CAN)

Bl i t z  128(16x8)
1st Stu Thomson (CAN)

Freeze-out (16)
lst lv{aril}'n lv{cN{asters (MI)
2ncl I (at i  PLatt  (TX)

$1OO Sunday Jackpot (16)
Sp l  L inc  Bede l l  (NH)
Sp1 Robbie RobeLts (MI)

$50 Sunday Jackpot (16)
1s t  Lee Genud (FL)
2nd Carol  Falk (Nal)

$25 Sunday Jackpot (16)
1s t  Robe l t  Van Stone (CAN)
2ncl Sanclv Grassel l 'MI

3 li ili'J i*il";ir'*'il"5Ji,".? -' " MlcHfl0B.
Limited Doubles (16)
lst Steve Hast/Horvard Shirey X
2nd Arhne Levv/MarcvSloan

NLD Tournarnent Update
A new fea ture  i ras  been addec l  to  the  main  even l ,s  o f  the
National Labor Day Backgammon Tournament.  Al l  plal 'ers
r,vho survive 9 matches rvi thout 4 losses and do nob cash in ther l
d iv is ion  lv i l l  rece ive  a  f ree  en t ry  in to  a  mic lob l i t z  event .
Comple te  de ta i l s  ava i lab le  a t  the  tou lnament .

There is a typo in the f l i 'er  for the Nat ional Labor Day
Backgammon Tournament.  The phone number for the
Radisson Hotel  is incorrect on the hotel  information page but
cor rec t  on  the  f ron t  o f  the  f l r ,e r .  The cor rec t  number  i s  (317)

846-2700.
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The National Labor Day Backgarnrrlon Tournarnent
featur ing the Nat ional  Club Team Chal lenge

September 1-4, 1989 at The Radisson Hotel in Incl ianapolis.
9-Match Format  in  3 d iv is ions.  Mic loBl i tz  in  3 levels .  $500 t r4asters Jacknot , .

ion: HBC (317) 845-84:15 ol  Ll lC (502) 4' l

IIBC's monthly neu'sletter for active FIBC nernbels ancl subscribels.
Subscr ipt ion rate:  $6/year '  (Crnada $7 & overseas $10).  Let  us knorv i f  1 .our  address changes.
Hot l ine:  BLr tch & l \ Iar r '  -A. l r r  Meese:  (317)  845-8435.  76?0 l ( i



HBC Jul J u l v  l 3 t h  , I r r l v  2 0 t v 2 7
Butch Meese
Lar ry  S t rommen
Cltuck Stinrming

Woody Woodwortlt
Dauid Smith
NIick Dobratz

Iloward Giuel
Clruck Stintming
Cyrus X' [obed

r i c  Georoe

I{euin McLeaster
Eric George

1s t
2nd
3rd

Hoosier Pips.. . .HBC welcomed out-of- towner George Barr on Jr.r l r '  13th.. . . thanl is to Mick Dobratz for running
July 27th rveekly play rvhi le the N'[eeses lvere in Fl int . . . .FIBC rve]comes nerv stuclents of the game, Peg Simsic
and Carol  Harr ison.. . .For those rvho are going to the Caesars Tuhoe TorLrnamenf be sure to schedule some
t ime fo r  s igh t -see ing .  Lake Tahoe is  one o f  the  na tura l l y  be : rL r t i fu l  a reas  in  the  rvor lc l . . . .Ca l i fo rn ian  Joe
Russel l  has won t ,he t i t le of 1989 \Vorld Champion over Miha Lidov (NYC) in a record championship divis ion
(248) and The Chicago Connect ion: Horvard Markowitz,  Greg Shore ancl Alan Steffen rron the World Team
Championship.. . .There is a new backgammon book World Class Backg(L' tnnto?t,  | , loue by A,Ioueby Roy Freidman
which  is  h igh ly  recommerded by  Joe Sy lves ter .  I t  can  be  orderec l  c l i rec t l y  f rom the  au thor  -  18  Ponter  Pond,
Lexington, MA, 02173. The cost is $30 plus $3 postage and hancl l ing for USA, Canada and Mexico and for al l
o ther  count r ies  $4  ner  book  sur face .

Butch  Meese
Chuck  St imming
Woody Woodrvorth
Lar ry  S t rommen
Howard Givel
Mick  Dobra tz
Mary Ann Meese
F lank  Scot t
Cyrus lvlobed
Dav id  Smi th
Bl ian Nelson
I (en  Bruck
Eric George
Glenn Theoba ld
J im Cur t i s
I(evin McLeaster
George Crau' ford
Jef l  Baker
I(ay Beck

Greg Varbinov
Mike Norman
Rick Reahard
Bob Goodlett
Don Burton
Bi l l  Gheen
Ralph Roberts
Herb Roman
Gino Agresf i
M ichae l  Shanas
El l i s  Bray
Wendy I(aplan
Bi l l  Jul ian
Catf ish Bryan
Ron Blacli
Ves Jol inson
Don Tlapp
Cassie Curt is
John Brussel

Cass idy  Dobra tz
Lar ry  Buckrngham
Amber Wiesler
Lar ry  Lesn iak
Jim N4ieske
Bob Calhoun
Ron Becker
R.  C.  Robb ins
Dan Bat ts
, la1'  Nelson
\ \ Ia l tc l  T r ice
John R i tzc r t
N' I i l ie Hel lmer
John Ler-rsing
Scot t  Musse l
Bev Nelson
George Bar r
Tom Hendryr
Bob I(emer' ly
L inc  Bede l lMar ty  L indenmayer Donna Susens

1 2 . 5 8
1 2 . 1 6
r1.72
L35
9 . 2 2
8 . 9 1
6 . 6 5
(  r n
d . d J

5.42
4 . 6 6
4.50
4 . 3 6
4 . 1 2
3.44
3 . 3 8
3.30
3 . 1 2
2 . 9 8
2 . 6 6
2.40

2 . t 2
2.08
2.04
r . 7 7
1 . 6 6
1 .40
1 . 0 2
0 .98
0 .86
0.80
0.78
0 .76
0 . 7 6
0 .62
0.48
0.34
0.32
0 .32
0 .32
0.24

0 . 1 8
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 4
0 . 1 4
0 . r2
0 .10
0 .10
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.06
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02

Fall League
HBC is taking sign-ups for i ts Fal l  League in Open
and Intermediate Divis ions. Cal l  t i re I IBC Hotl ine
by August 20th to sign-up or to receive mole
information.

HBC Mailbox - Looking for BG Table
I 'm a neu, backgammon addict  and har,e enclosed
my check  fo r  a  year 's  subsc l ip t ion  to  your  exce l len t
news le t te r .
I 'd l ike to acquire a qual i ty backgamn'ron table wit i r
about  2  inch  checke ls  as  a  permanent  f i x tu re  fo l  my
family room. I f  you know of a goocl source for such
an i tem,  p lease inc lude the  da ta  in  a  fu tu re  ed i t ion
of your nelvsletter.
Thanks  much,  Duane Fu i le r ,  Fos ter  C i ty ,  CA
P. S. Compliments are also in orcler for Mrs. [Mary
Ann] N4eese for her spectacular performance as
manager  a t  the  recent  tournament  in  Reno.

Those Old Rules
To give some appreciat ion for the rules we now
fol low, let 's review some rules from the past.  These
come from the book, Backgammon of Today by John
Longacre copyrighted 1930.
Rule f f2) The men are set up so that the inner tables
shal l  be nearest the l ight.  Decision of posi t ion of l ight
and choice of men shal l  be made by the player
throwing the highest single die.
Rule #3) I f ,  at  any t ime during the game i t  is
discovered that the men have been wrongly set up,
play ceases, and that game is void.
Rule f7) The player must leave his dice upon the
board unt i l  h is play is complete. Should he pick them
up before the complet ion of his play, the opponent
may,  a t  h is  op t ion ,  dec la re  the  p lay  vo id ,  and requ i re
the  o f fender  to  rep lace  the  man or  men moved,  and to
th row aga in .
Rule f l1) Whenever a man has been moved fron-r i ts
posit ion upon a point i t  must be played i f  possible.
Editor 's note: Besides some of the rules being vague,
there  were  no  ru les  on  tournament  n lav .i+-

\I //
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WORLD CUP Match
Joe Sylvester vs Alan Steffen
37 Point SemiFinal

Dur ing  1989,  th is  match  is  be ing  presented  in  th is
news le t te r ,  I  to  4  games each month  and th is  month
games 17 ,  18  and 19  are  presentec l .  A long w i th  the  34
games, al l  the doubl ing posit ions u' i l l  be included.
There  are  some both  in te res t ing  a ld  exc i l ing  games in
this match between t lvo of the l test.

Instruct ions: You wi l l  need a backgammon board to
fol low along. The board is numbered 1 to 24 with al l
points numbered based on the vierv of the player on
ro l l .  The home por t ion  o f  the  board  is  numbered l -0 .
Bearing off  is denoted as moving to the 0 'zero'  point.
Each player wi l l  a iways be moving from a higher to
lower point with only the point(s) moved to used. To
make i t  easier to fol lorv,  the larger number rol led is
denobed f i rst .  In some si tuat ions where the smal ler
number rol led is forced, i t  rv i l l  be presented f i rst .  An
example: being on the BAR with a rol l  of  52 with the
5-po in t  made and the  2-po in t  open.

Abbreviat ions used are CB - Closed Board, t rF -  Entry
Fai lure, NP - No Play Possible, x -  opponents piece
was hi t ,  52 -  superscrrbe clenotes 2 or more p1.. . .
mov ing  to  the  same po in t ;  th is  example  has  2  p ieces
moving to the 5 point.  In the doubl ing posit ions, Joe
wi l l  be  dark  checkers  and A lan  the  l igh t  and are
shown from Joe Sylvester 's side of the board. Study
those f i rst  before going through the games.
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HBC Mailbox - World Cup Match Feedback
I real ly l ike your bul let in -  rv i th the features -
especial ly the matches. We get to see how the best
p layers  p lay ,  even comple te  rv i th  mis takes .  I f  i t  i sn ' t
i r reverent  to  even th ink  about  such a  bh ing !
For instance, Jul f  issue, Game 15, N4ove 15, Joe sez"TAI(E"!? Aggression paid off .  I  usual ly do 200
[rol louts]  -  sometimes more - \ \ :hen I  study a posit ion.
But here, the f i rst  50 suggestecl  that black lost 74
ins tead o f  50  po in ts  -  the  break  e \ ren  po in t .  Then,  the
second 50, he lost 80 ( !)  instead of 50. QUIT rol l ing.
B ig  DROP! .
Then when Joe redoubles -  next diagram - aggression
paid off  again! I t  is scary, but prel iminary work
suggests i t  is a not-too-hard Take!.
Best regards, Harold Branch, Louisvi l le

Game 19 - Move 7, O doubles to 2?

Game '17 - Move 4, O doubles to 2?

Game'18 - Move 7, @doubles to 2?

Game 18 - llove 23, Q doubles to 4?

BACI(GA\4MON Events ( lnformation and ent lv forms avai lable thm HBC
Aug 07-13
Sep 01-04
Sep 29-30
Oct 04-08
Oct 27-29
Nov 17-19
J a n  1 7 - 2 1 , 1 9 9 0

Green Mounta in  Fes t iva l  -  Ascutney  Mt  Resor t
Nat ional Labor Day Backgammon Tournament -  Indianapol is
Sth  A l l  Geor .g ia  Championsh ip  -  The Beef  Ce l la r ,  A t lan ta
Caesa ls  Tahoe Backgammon Tournament
7th Nerv Hampshire Fal l  Classic
Ch i lc l ren 's  Hosp i ta l  Benef i t  -  Shera ton-Commenc le l  Hote l ,  Bos ton
7th  Nevada Sta te  -  Peppermi l l  I ' Io te l ,  l i eno

ton-Commanc le l  TTote l .  Bo-s ton

(305) 527-4033
HBC Hotline
(404) 357-0s67
(702)  852-1221
(603)  863-4711
(617) 547-4800
(702) 852-r22r
301 )  299-8264

7 P M  a t i de  o f  Ca,s t le ton  Sc  on  86 th  St 849-7355



World Cnp

G a m e  1 7

Joe Svlvester (21) Alan Steffen (24)
Ro l l  P l aved  Ro l l

37 Point Match

.  Ro l l  P l aved  Ro l l  p l aved

1 )  5 4  8 e  6 6  f t 2 i 2
2 )  5 3  4 2 1  2 1  1 1  7
3) 41 202 42
4) 54 4F13 63
5 )  2 1  1 1  7 x  5 2
6) 62 23 7x 43
7) 43 22 7x

SerniFinal

1 )
r )
r )
4 )
c J

42
52
6 1
64

2 l
62
66

4 '
8  1 1

. ,
c -

2z
pass

G a m e  1 8

1 1  5
5F13

tg2 72
db l  t o  2?

I  1 1
o

18x
18x

db l  ro  2?
18x
7
I

2F6
J /

LF7 2
3 6
1F7
2 3

b
,7 1
t l

2 3
4x-3

62 02
0F6
gz

3-03
game

A S - 2 9

Joe Svlvester (2t) Alan Steffen (25)

P layed Rol l P l  ay  ed

1 )
2) 62
3)  52
4) 62
5)  64
6 )  3 1
7 \t )

8)  33
e )  61

10) 65
1 1 )  2 r
12) 52
13)  52
14)  42
15)  31
16)  65
17) 51
18)  43
1e)  43
20) 65
21)  63
22) 32
23)  55
24)

;;
5 '

1 6 x
1 5

22 24x
db l  to  2?
2 t  1 0  5 2
24 15x

2x
22x 5

202
1 0 3

1 6x- 14
2 2  1 3

1 1
5 F 1 1

22
6F13

2
22 4x

22x EIr
EF
pass

8 2 0
1 6

1 1  I
24 9x
lx  10x

trF
take

23 3x
EF
EF

23x 24
2 1 2 6

1 3
21 5x

4Fl3

4 5
2 4
7 t l

1 6 - 6  2
12x

2 l x  3 x
21 3x

db l  to  4?

8)
e) 42

10) 52
1 1 )  6 2
12) 52
13)  64
14) 44
1 5 )  3 3
16)  43
L7) 62
18)  42
l e )  2 r
20) 64
2r) 65
22) 62
23)  31
24) 42
25) 42

take
2t2

I 5F22
g 4
J /

22
1 6 2 4 3
1 2  1 0
3F10

8
4 0

1F4

1 1
2 0 5

t 2
9 5
5 0
g2

J S - 2 1

Rol l

52
65
4 I
3 1
62
o l
52
5 1
53
32
42
53
2 l
l 1
1 0
a :

62
rt 11

44

54
63
54
2 l
5 3
bt)

? o

D J

2 l
22
65
43
54
43
42
62
55
63
43
41

o

BACKGAMMON
ASSOCIATIoN

BACKGATYITY1ON
TOURNATVTENT

f e a t u r i n g

$zo,oooffi
o c T o B E R  4 - 8 ,  1 9 8 9  A - D .

CAESARS COLOSSUS
$50000F#'i[

Qnecdonr regardng thi! tounrsn€nt slrould bc dllected to Mark
Rtcisrdson at (702182&lW *tcldly stternooru or (702) 852'1221
e\renlngo and rryeekcnds: ot to Dave Heftnet \l Qo2l E474553 daily'
Contepondence should be rrnt to:

Nor$cm Noada Bur.ganmon Assodadon
P.O. Box TOIOI . Reno, lWE957O4IOI


