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Caesars, Tahoe Backga,mmon Tournament
HBC was wel l  represented at the CAESARS Tahoe Backgammon Tournament hosted by the Northern
Nevada Backgammon Associat ion. Along with the Meeses, Wendy Kaplan, Rick Reaharcl ,  Davicl  Smith,
Chuck St imming, Larry Strommen and Donna Susens experienced one of the fr iendl iest hotel /casinos in t ,he
country.  Only Butch Meese was able t ,o show results by winning the gourmet dinner for 4 in the Durkee
Trave l  event .  Nor thern  Ind iana 's  and somet imes HBC p layer  John O 'Hagan p laced second in  the  Open
Div is ion .  The a t tendance was over  310 and wou ld  have been h igher  i f  the  ho te l  had no t  over  bookec l .

HOOSIER

International Rating List
The In te rna t iona l  ra t ing  l i s t  has
new harcl 'n 'are and softrvale is up
the top 100 have a u' ide t 'ange

been updatecl  through The World Cup, August
and runn ing .  A l though the  nerv  l i s t  comes w i th
o1'  experience. The l ist  below includes only

: r  1700.

October 1989
Volume W No. 10

1988.  Th is  means tha t  the
a top  100,  a l l  the  p layers  in
plavers rvi th 1000 or rnore

e x l l e l i c n c e  p o i n [ s  a n d  a  l ' a l

Octavius'  Ooen (126) Antonv's Intermediate (146) Nero's Novice (39)
ls t  R icharc l  Cather
2ncl John O'Hagan(lN)
3/a Mike Carson
3la Jim Raroff
5/8 Malcolm Davis
5 /8  Marc  Gardner
5 /8  Chuck  Gia l lanza
5/8 Bob Ciaffone
Consolabion
ls t  Ant ionet te  Wi l l iams
2nd Bi l l  Davis
3/4 Joe Russel l
3 /4  Wi lcox  Sr rc l l ings
Last Chance
lst  Cl i f f  Pappas
2nd Frank I l r igo
3/4 N{unchkin
3 /4  Pau l  Pav l ides

lst  Mike Colgan
2nd Kevin McDonoush
3/4 Jellre.y I{u
3/4 Steve Lentz
5/8 David Wil l iams
5/8 Bi l l  Glavin
5/8 Arnold Zousmer
518 H.  R.  Faucon
Consolation
l s t  Sam Ahmed
2ncl  Bucldv Ashmore
:3/4 I(ati l ' �ra,tt
l l /4 St,rr  l (a, tz
Last,  Chance
lst  Ed Cjhambers
2nd Ma,r io Sequeira
l)/4 Murray Work
:3f 4 Marc Ingenoso

1st  Mar t in  Donabed ian
2nd Laura  Nugent
3 /a Jtm Roston
3f  +Tony Zandonat , t i

Consolat ion
ls t  A l i c ia  Abud
2nd Rud i  Markov ich
3/4  Mehd i  Fa la j i
3/a Judy Torvel
Las t  Chance
ls t  Bever ly  Sa,nd le l
2nd Scott  Ti lson
3/4 Chrisr ine Sait ,o
3/4 l t lar jor ie Gibbs

Cleopatra's Kickof l  (512) Open Jupiter 's Jackpot (32) Int  Juoiter 's Jacknot(64\
lst  Alan Stef len
2nd Horvard Robinson
3/a  D ick  Cather
3/4 Sluart  Hosen

ls t  I smet  Demi re l
2nd Dr. Bob Hi l l

lst  Joe Harr is
2nd Beth  Sk i l lman
3/4 Buddy Ashmole
3/4  A l  Senter

@
Romulus and Remus'Doubles (04) Caesars Colossus (45)
lst  Al ice I iav/Wilcox Snel l ings
2nd D ick  Cather / l smet  Demi re l
Z/+ I{ay Baker/Bob Glass
3/4 Al SenteL/Doug Wilson

A C t a r 3
o E

ls t  Ed O'Laughl in
2nd Mike Carson
3/4 Mika Lidov
3/4 Shimon I(asan

HAT

U

P la r t e r  Ra t i nu  t t r r r e r Plave l  Rat ins  Exner P layer  Rat ine  Exoer
Bi l l  Rober t ie  1823 3700
Joe Sylvester 1776 6044
Pau l  Weaver  1775 1208
I(ent Goulcl ing 1761 2393
I(it \\/oolsey 1754 1726
Ray Glaeser  1754 3206
Malco lm Dav is  l741 1326

N{ike Corbett ,  1740 3152
Bob Bishop 1738 1798
i\ ' I ike Senkiewicz 1732 2671
Alan  Ste f fen  1729 1982
Joe Russell 1728 1746
trd O'Laughl in 1727 4066
Al Tesolo 1725 1679

Bob Holyon 1725 1512
Har ry  Z i l l i  1723 1028
Frank  Ta lbo t  1720 2133
Tak N4or ioka  l72O 2913
I t { i l i e  Lab ins  1716 1489
L e e  G e n u d  1 7 1  I  1 3 9 7
Bi l l v  Horan 1702 1839

HBC's monthly nervsletter
Subscr ipt , ion rate:  $6/vear  (Canada $7

:  H u t

for active HBC members and
& overseas $10). Let us knorv

subscl ibers.
i f  your  address cha.nges.

is .  IN 46256-



Problem Corner
In a recent club match. a somewhat common
situation arose in whicl i  Sawdust (black) was
defendine wi t , l r  a  massive back eajne adainst
La T isresse (whi te) .  La T isressE safe l f  bore
of f  down Lo }er  ldst  check i r  which Siwdust
h i t ,  avoid ing beeeee and ex i t  s tase le f t .  Af ter .
a  pro longed-  esc ipe and lecapLu"re batL le,  La
Ti i resse ' i  checkel '  was c losed ouL and she
proceeded to dance long enough fol. Sawdust
io bearoff off 10 checker5. White then entered
wibh a 6-2, providine the posit ion shown. Tcr
redouble or- not t;  redduble: that is the
quest ion.  I f  b lack redoubles,  does whi te  take?
For the response to both ouestions and
ana lys i s ,  see  Page  { .

Yo.osier. !1ns.._.HAC entered new names into bhe winners'  c irc le on September 25th, Don Woods and
ded ica ted  l (ay  Beck . . . . .Who can be  hearc l  say ing  bhe fo l low ins  dur ins  Thursday  even ins  p lav  1 )  "Sure ! "  2 )  " I
t t n d e t ' s , t a n d . . " ^ . 3 )  " H e ' s  k i l l i n ' m e . " . . 4 )  " C o m b  o n  R u t c h . "  5 ) - " 1  h a t J i t  w h e n  i h a t  h a p - p e n s i "  o 1  " l t ' t  o n l . i  a
$ .qme. . "  7 ) .  "C ive  me yoq] '  n roney . "  6 )  " l {e l l  i f  I  know how' to  p lay  i t ! "  9 )  "Good Sh6 i " . . . .Thanks  to  Woo. ly
Woodwor th  fo r  runn ing  Thursday  even ing ,  October  6 th ,  wh i le  the  Meeses 'were  in  Tahoe. . .S incere  conc lo lences
to  I (en  Bruck  in  the  loss  o f  h is  son,  daughter - in - law and the i r  unborn  ch i ld  October  5 th .

HRC Seoternber 
"Weeklv 

Results
Sent 7th ,9ent. |  / th . ( c n t  9 . 1 s 1  l e n t  Q R t h

l s t
2nd
3rd

f ] n n q i a r  f ] r  r a d

Chuck Stinnning
Dauid Smith
Eric George

Butch Meese
Gino Agresti
Jim Curtis

Don lVoods
Chuck Stimn.ring
Kay Beck
R t r l n l ,  l l , 4 o p o o

Wendy Kaplan
Larry Strommen
Frank Scott

1989 HOOSIER BACKGAMMON QLUB Gammon Point Standinqs as of September 3oth.
1 )
. t \

3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
e)

10)

Butch N4eese
Woody Wooclrvorth
Chuck  St imming
Lar ry  Sbrommen
l {oward  Give l
Mick Dobratz
Bl ian Nelson
Mary Ann Meese
Frank  Scot t
Cyrus lv{obed
Dav id  Smi th
Eric George
J im Cu l t i s
I(en Bluck
Glenn ' fheoba ld
I(evin ]vlcLeaster
l iay Beck
Wencly I(aplan
Jeff  Baker
George Clarvford
I\4arby Lindenmayer
Rick  Reahard
Jim l(nauer
Gleg \ ialbinov
Mike Norman

14.92
t4.52
14 .06
12.97
12 .30
10.01
7 .86
7 .51
6 .91
6.62
6 .62
6 .38
5 .62
5.20
4.38
4.08
3.76
3.54
3.30
3 . 1 2
2.84
2.36
2.20
2 . r 2
2.08

l lob Cloo<llett
I)<>rr Bu ll,on
Gino r\glest i
B i l l  Gheen
Dorr Woocls
Ralph R,oberts
Flerb R,oman
Michae l  Shanas
El l is Bray
Bi l l  Jul ian
Catf ish Bryan
Cassie Curt is
Fred  Badagnan i
Mervin Berger
Ves Johnson
Ron Black
Jamie Curtis
Bil l  Hodes
Don Trapp
John Brussel
Donna Susens
Dick Nelson
Cassidy Dobratz
Larry Buckingham
Jim Mieske

r . 7 7
1 . 6 6
1 . 5 6
1.40
1 . 2 8
r .o2
0.98
0.80
0 .78
0 .76
0.72
0 .64
0.60
0 .60
0.50
0.48
0.40
0 .36
0.32
0.32
0.24
0.24
0 . 1 8
0 . 1 6
0 . r  6

Amber  Wies le r
Lar ry  Lesn iak
Rick  B ian iak
Mark lvlikolon
T i -  Q - . r f h o

Scott  Richardson
Ron Becker
Bob Calhoun
John C ina to
R.  C.  Robb ins
Jay Nelson
Dan Bat ts
Scot t  Arche
John R i tzer t
John Leusing
Mike  He l lmer
Wal te l  T r ice
Scott N,Iusser
Jim Wilson
George Barr
Stu Whitcomb
Bev Nelson
Tom Hendryx
L inc  Bede i l
Bob I(emerlv

0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1 6
0 . 1  6
0 . 1 4
0 . 1 4
0 . 1 4
0 . 1 2
0 . 1 2
0 . 1 0
0 . r 0
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.06
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02

forms avai lable thru HBC
O c b  1 4 f h
Oct 27-29
Nov 10-12
Nov 17-19
J a n  1 7 - 2 1 ,
Aug 07-12,

Co l lege Park  Open BG Tournament  -  Mary land
7fh Nerv Hampshi le Fal l  Classic
Backgammon Clo-op Fal l  Championships -  I { ighland, NJ
Chi ld len 's  Hosp i ta l  Benef i t  -  Shera ton-Commander  Hote l ,
7 th  Nevada Sta te  -  Peppe lmi l l  Hote l ,  Reno
WORLD CUP II  -  Sheraton-Commander Hotel ,  Boston

(703) 620-323e
(603)  863-4711
(201)  833-2915
(617) 517-4800
(702)  852-1221
(301)  2ee-8264

THURSDAYS 7PN4 at,  Doolev O'Toole's -  Backside of Cast leton So on 86th St 849-7355
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WORLD CUP Match
Joe Sylvester vs Alan Steffen
37 Point SemiFinal

Dur i r rg  1989,  th is  match  is  be ing  presented  in  th is
news le t te r ,  1  to  4  games each month  and th is  month
games 24  th ru  26  are  presented .  A long w i th  the  34
games, al l  the doubl ing posit ions wi l l  be inr: luded.
There are some both inferest ing and exci t ing games
in this match between trvo of bhe best.

Instruct ions: You rvi l l  need a backgammon board
to fol low along. The board is numbered 1 to 24 with
a l l  po in ts  numbered based on  the  v iew o f  the  p layer
on rol l .  The home port ion of the boarcl  is numbered
1-6. Bearing off  is c lenoted as moving to the 0 'zero'

point.  Each player wi l l  a lrvays be moving from a
higher to lorver point r ,v i th only the point(s) moved
to used. To make i t  easier to fol low, the larger
number rol led is denoted f i rst .  In some si tuat ions
rvhere the smal ler number rol led is forced, i t  wi l l  be
presented f i rst .  An example: being on the BAR with
a rol l  of  52 with the 5-point made and t ,he 2-point
open.

Abbleviabions used are CB - Closed Board, EF -
Entry Fai lure, NP - No Play Possible, x -  opponents
piece was hi t ,  52 -  superscr ibe denotes 2 or more
pieces moving to the same point;  this example has 2
p ieces  mov ing  to  the  5  po in t .  In  the  doub l ing
posit ions, Joe u' i l l  be dark checkers and Alan the
l ight and are shown from Joe Sylvester 's side of the
board. Study those f i rst  before going through the
games.

NLD - Mail Feedback
Just thought I  would let  you know I real ly enjoved
t,he Labor Day ' Iourny. The Radisson Hotel  was
fabulous! I f  you coulcl  get the same hotel ,  I 'd vote
to  have a l l  Labor  Da1 '  tournaments  in  Indy  -  even
though l  c l idrr ' t  win! I  also l ike the g-match format.
Sue Wi l l ,  Peor ia ,  ILL .

Game 2 4 Mowe 4

Garne 2 4 1 0 Black  DbIs  to  a l?

Game 25 Mowe B 1 a c k  D b I s  t o  2 ?

Game 2 6 Whi te  DbIs  to  2?

9{hite Dbls to



World Cup
37 Point Mafch

Game 24
.Toe Sylvester (^3) Alan Steffen (3.)

R o l l  P l e v e d

Solut ion -  Problem Corner
Analysis of this type of pr.oblem is lelat iveh'  rout ine for
most opgn l t layers ancl is a necessary ski l l  for the
intermediate players to achieve in or i ler to improve
the i r  success  la te .  In  most  tournament  matches .  4 .  6
or '  8 poinN srvings are singular lr-  decisive. One mus[ be
ready  to  se ize  (o r  avo id )  the  oppor tun i t ies .  In  th is
par t i cu la r  pos i t ion ,  i t  i s  fa i r l v  obv lous  tha t  b lack  is  a
heavy favori te to bear off  his remaining f ive checkers in
th ree  ro l l s ,  r 'egard less  o f  a  u 'o r th less  2 ,4 ,  o r  { -2  on  h is
gq1! roJl .  In fact,  only the joker 2-2 is a real crusher.
White bears off  in one rol l  wi th ei ther bs or 6s, but is
actual ly not favored to get of f  in ei ther one or two
ro l l s .  I t  appears ,  there fore ,  tha t  b lack  has  an  exce l len t
chance to  no t  on ly  ge t  back  in to  the  match ,  bu t  a lso  to
become the  favor i te  w i th  a  redoub le< l  u ' in .

( * )  Percentages  are  ne t  o l  p recec l ing  io l l s ,  no t
cumula t rve .

In .a  money g& lne ,  perhaPs no t  a  doub le ,  bu t  how about
berng- clown 0-2 i r  a 7-poinb match? Dig up those
maich eclui ty tables and let 's take a closer.  look. I f
! l " lL  p lays  on  w i thout  le< loub l ing ,  h is  march  er1u i t , . y  i s
68.270 to be 2-2 and 31.89/o to tre O-q in the sco..  o.
(0 682x0-.50) + (0.328x0.21) :  0.408 or 40.]Vo. However,
i f  he redoubles io 4, he is 6g.Z% to go up {-2 ancl : } . l .806
to  be  down 0-6  (Crawford)  o r  iO.OSZxO.OS)  +
(0.328x0.10) :0.496 or q9.6Vo. fhe eai.  is aboui S'7o 1n
match  ec lu i ty  to  redoub le ,  so  b lack  ledou l t les .
What about white? l )oes she drop because of black's
po ten t ia l  ga in  o l  equ i ty?  Her  de i . i s ion  is  l lasec l  upon
her  equ i ty  ga in  o r  loss ,  no t  b lack 's .  I f  she  dec : l ines  

' the

reclouble, the match goes to 2-2 or.  5096 rnat,ch e<lrr i ty.
I Ier equity by taking is lhe I 'emaindel l ' rorn l00f '1,  ol '
b lack 's  equ i ty  (100.0-49 .6)  o r  50 .4%.  C lose  bur  s r , i l l  a
t ,aKe.

Admi t t ing ,  these ca lcu la t ions  &re  very  d i f l r cu l t  to  do
accura te ly  wh i le  s i t t ing  a t  the  boarc l  in  t l re  heat  o f  the
batt le,_ but even a bal l  palk est, imate woulcl  give black
his redouble clecision. White's accelr t ,ance irav be a
lesu l t  o f  care fu l  ca lcu la  t ion ,  exper . ience.  o r .  r loss ib lv
e x t L e m e  a n n o y a n c e  u L  b l a c k ,  h a v i n g . r . o p " , l  h e . i
r ightful  gammon,_ boldly returning the c, [be anci pul , t ing
salt  on the rvound.

In the match playecl,  Sau'dust recloubled a,nd La
Tigresse-. took. Sarvdust got the normal rol ls to get of f
in  the  l i ke ly  th ree ;  bub La  T ig resse gob dou[ le  3s
lol lo lved by 5-1 to rvin the this game aird match and
rvent on to u' in the rveekly tournament.  From
Sawdust 's  l te rspec t ive ,  thc  oper i t iou  u 'as  a  success ,  bu t
the  pa t ien t  d ied .  You can ' t  w in  them a l l ,  even i f  you
c lo  ana lvze  we l l ,  bu t  you ' l l  a lmost  sure l l '  w in  mor .e  than
you lose i f  you are uurvi l l ing or unable to make those
ana,lyses.

R n l l P l e v r , l

I
2
3
4
5
0
7
8
I

1 0

63
66
64
4 l

55
64
53
55

64
65
43

43
42
3 1
52
41

7x 20
7 ll'rx

4x'
db l  to  2?

2 2

2 3 9
o -
1 6
tr!'

pass

C a m e  X
.Toe Sylvester (oF) Alan St.effen (3o)

R o l l  P l n y e d  R o l l  P l a J e d

1 )  6 2  1 8  1 1
2 )  3 2  1 0 4  6 5  1 8 8
3i  21 4 23 2t  16Fts
4 1  6 1  4 2 2  6 6  7 2 2 2
5) 33 102 s2 31 3x r7x
6) 31 22x 24 54 BF
7) 44 20-8x 62 23 EF
8) 2t 2x 7x 22 23x3 8
9)  db l  ro  2? take

10)  61 24 7 65 12x
111 53 22 5 55 6 t2  Fr2 '7
1 2 )  3 2  3 :  4 t  2 7
1 3 )  6 5  1 6  5  6 6  1 1 2
14)  32  11  65  2  3x
15) 32 22x-20 61 24 5x
16) 65 20x-14x 52 23 trF
17.) 32 2x g 43 EF
18) 55 e2 ,1F1{ 62 EF
19)  41 20 lx  53 EF
20) 52 15 7 66 EF
211 55 5 12 42 trF
22) 33 2r rF7 2 3t trF
23) 64 11 63 10 EF
24) 51 6x-5 51 EF
25) 31 2 3 65 19 EI. '
26) 51 O 4 62 l9 f i l r
27\ 53 6: 22 EF
281 u 32 02 64 15
291  41  9 :  53  14  12
30)  3r  sz 63 6 16
31)  33 gammon

Came ZO
.Toe Sylvester  (^9)  AIan Stef fen (3 ' )

1 8  1 0
BF

2r trF
24 EF
take

20-10x 8
4"
32

3F13 1x2
db l  t o  4?

R o l i  P l a . J p d  R o l l  P l a I e d
i  \  " ,I
2
,)
4
5
t)
7

54
62
65
43
6 1
44

8 9 r o 4;
33 212 52

1 3  6 3  4
6 4 1
17  55
EF

pass

J S - 2 9

9 5
8x2-32

dbl to 2' i

A S - 3 3

Examinabion of the ib le  sequences  o f  ro l l s  shows:

lst  0.O0Vo 55670
2nd * 20.99a/o 22.5470
3ld * 47.IOVI 3.4194


