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38th INDIANA OPEN returns to downtown Indy
The 38th Indiana Open is scheduled for Apri l  7-9, 1990 downtown at bhe Omni Severin Hotel .  The Omni
Severin is the former Alkinson Hotel  with $40 mil l ion in improvements. The main entrance is facing the
popu lar  Un ion  Sta t ion .  The ho te l  has  a l l  the  modern  ameni t ies  inc lud ing  an  indoor  poo l ,  exerc ise  room,24-
hour room service and much more. The restaurant l ist  downtolvn makes i t  di f f icul t  to choose only one. For
the players who almost started a pet i t ion because we moved away from dorvntorvn - we're back. And for
those who have real ly enjoyed the Radisson Hotel /Keystone Crossing locat ion, rve plan to return for a future
tournament.  We feel lucky to have two great locat ions in Indy to holcl  tournaments, each rvi th i ts 'own great
atmosphere. The format again wi l l  be the double-el iminat ion with progressive consolat ion. Featured events
wi l l  include two World Cup Qual i f iers and the MicroBl i tz.  When you recei ' r 'e the f lyer/entry form in January,
be  sure  to  read the  f ine  or in t .

HBC October Weeklv Results
Oct Sth Oct  12 th Oct 19th Oct 26th

ls t
2nd
3 r d

I{euin tr[cLeaster
Jirn Curtis
Brian Nelson

Brian Nelson
Butch Meese
Frank Scott

Howard Giuel
Gino Agrest i
Don Woods

Wendy liaplan
Clruck Stimming
Woodu llroodutorth.

New Players -  Do your part
HBC receives cal ls rveekly from people interested in backgammon. \ /ery few can jump in rvi th our group of
experienced players and feel comfortable. I t 's everyone's job to make them feel x 'elcome by helping to explain
the fundamentals and playing through a game with them. So far,  Woody Woodrvorth, I (en Bruck, Howard
Givel and Marty Lindenmayer have extended a warm welcome to nen'  plavers. \Ve n' i l l  be running a round-
robin event rvi th no entry fee on Thursdays. We wi l l  a lso be scheclul ing special  c lasses for nor. ice players.
Wendy l(aplan has volunteered her t ime as an instrucLor.  Only through a combined effort  rv i l l  rve be able to
grow.  HBC we lcomes new p layers  Wade Bageman,  Pat r i c ia  Bennet t ,  Jack ie  F l1 .nn ,  Lar ly  Lesn iak ,  Ph i l
Paxton, Randy Wilson and Linda Wilson.

1989 HOOSIER BACI(GAMMON CLUB Gammon Point Standin
1)  Butch  Meese
2) Woody Woodrvorth
3)  Chuck  St imming
4) Horvard Givel
5 )  Lar ry  S t rommen
6) lv l ick Dobratz
7) Brian Nelson
8) Mary Ann Meese
9)  Frank  Scot t
10)  Dav id  Smi th

Cyrus Mobed
Dric George
J im Cur t i s
I (en  Bruck
I(evin N4cLeaster
Glenn Theoba ld
Wendy I iaplan
I(ay Beck
Jeff  Baker
George Crawford
Mar ty  L indenmayer
Rick  Reahard
Gino Agrest i
J im l(nauer

16.02  Mike  Normnl
15.16 Don Woods
15.01  Bob Good le t t
13.32 Don Burtorr
13 .07  B i l l  Gheen
10.01 Ralph Roberts
9 .28  Herb  Roman
7.79 Michae l  Shanas
7.45 El l is Bray
7.14  B i l l  Ju l ian
6.86 Catf ish Bryan
6.66 Cassie Curt is
0 . 2 2  F r e d  B a d a g n a n  i
5.14 Mervin Berger
5.20 Ves Johnson
4.96  Ron B lack
4 . 5 7  J a m i e  C u l t i s
4.00 Bi l l  Hodes
3.30 Don Trapp
3.I2 John Brussel
2.94 Dick Nelsorr
2 .36  Donna Susens
2.26 Cassidy Dobratz
2.20 Amber Wiesler

2.08 Jim \4ieske
2.00 lvlark Mikolon
1.77  R ick  B ian iak
1 .66  Lar r l '  Lesn iak
1 .40  J im Smythe
1.02  Ron Becker
0 .98  Bob Ca lhoun
0.80 Scot, t  Richardson
0.78  R.  C.  Robb ins
0.76 John Cl inato
0 .72  Tom Hendryx
0.6'1 Ja1, Nelson
0 . 6 0  D a n  B a t t s
0 .60  John R i tzer t
0..-r0 John Leusing
0.-18 Walter Tr ice
0.40 N{ikc Flel lmer
0 .36  Scot t  A lche
0.32 Scott  Vlusser
0.32 Jirn \ \ ' i lson
0.24 Bol,  l iemerly
0 .24  Gcorge Bar r
0 .18  Bev  Ne lson
0.16  Stu  Whi tcomb

0 .16
0 . 1 6
0 .16
0 .16
0 .16
0 .14
0 .14
0 .14
0 . 1 2
0 . 1 2
0 .10
0 .10
0 .10
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.06
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02
0.02

Va, rb inov 2.12  Lar rv  Buck insham 0.16 L inc  Bec le l
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One checker left?
Last month's nervsle.t ter involved a posit ion with a single checker on the 17 point against 5 checkers in the
home board. I  rvas intr iged.on calculat ing th,e average iol ls needed to remove'the sin"gle checker.  First  going
to paper qnd a sharp p-enci l ,  i t  rvas easy to f igure what happens rvi th one and t l r 'o roi l ls on the lower p6intsi
As  the  po in ts  inc reased.and. the  penc i l  ran  o-u t  o f  lead ,  t f re  p rob lem became more  complex .  Hav ing  a  PC
(persona l  cornputer )  handy ,  the  so lu t ion  came by  way o f  a  C program "checker l "  a f te r  50-60  minu tes"o f  t r iu l
and error.  The program accounts for al l  rol ls to remove the checker.  The table belor.v is the outnut of that
prog.ram. The far r ight column shorvs the average rol ls neecled to remove a single checkel (aisuming no
blockage).
The da ta  in  the  ' ro l l '  co lumns are  the  percentages  showing the  d is t l ibu t ion  on  rvhat  ro l l  a  checker  w i l l  be
removed.  The O.OOVo ent r ies  in  the  tab l i  ind ica te  da ta  smi l le r  than 0 .01%o.  One in te res t ing  po in t  i s  tha t  a
checker on the 16 point is not favored to get of f  in two rol ls (+a.S3Vo) even though the average"rol l  is 8.16.
One way to use the table is to remember some key points and the everage number of rol ls needecl to remoye a
s i n g l e  c h e c k e r :  e x _ a m p l e s  8  p o i n t  ( t . 5 . r o l l s ) ,  1 2  p o i n t  ( 2 . 0  r o l l s ) ,  l 6  p o i r r i ( 2 . 5  r . o l l s ) , 2 0  p o i n t  ( 3 . 0  r . o l l s )  a n d : t {
po in t (3 .5  ro l l s ) -  -Or  you cou ld  use  th is  genera l  fo rmula  o f  ave iage io l l s  :1  +  ( (p t - - l )  x '1 /8 )  fb r  po in ts :g rea ter
than 3. Butch-Meese

Po in t  l  r o l l 2  r o l l s  3  r o l l s  4  r o l l s  5  r o l l s  6  r n l l q  A r r p r
1-3
4
5
6
,7

8
o
10
1 1
t 2
1 3
t4
1 5
1 6
t7
1 8
1 9
20
2 l
22
23
q A

lOO.O07o
54.447a
86. I I7o
75.OOVa
ffi,89%
47.2270
33.33Vo
,, qro-/^

16.67Vo
rrjr70
8$%o
8X%o
8.3370
8il%o
c .Do" , /o
5.5670
D.ro"/a
c . ) b ' b
2.787o
2.787a
2.787a
, 7 R q ^

5.5670
13.8970
25.OO7o
35.8OVo
5r5470
ffi.50%o
71.537:r l
72.15%.o
7O.9 l7o
65.20?:0
55.94Vo
46.0670
36.50Va
30.7lVa
23.g2Vo
18.67%0
14.66%0
14.6670
12.8I7o
Il.57Va
10 n?o/^

o.3rvo
1.2370
3. l6Vo
6.23Vo

1l.O97o
17.6770
25.657:0
34.04%o
42.38%o
49.53%o
54.67%o
56.9r7
56.50Va
53.9070
49.459/0
43.827
37.70%o
2' 2Ro7^

0.02%o
0.0970
O.3l7o
0.787o
t .68T0
3.207a
A.DD"/o
8.867r,

13.1670
18.35%o
24.l8Va
30.I87a
35.87o/o
40.7\Vo
lt 2eo/^

O.OO7o
0.0170
0.037a
U.UE7o
0.2170
0.467a
0.92Vo
1.6870
2.87Va
4.5970
6.g4Va
o oto/^

0.007a
0.00v
O.OjVa
0.Ol7o
0.02Vo
0.06%0
O. l37a
0.267a
i .,no/^

1.00
1 .06
t . t 4
r .25
1 . 3 6
1 .54
1 .70
1 .84
1 . 9 5
2.07
2 . r 9
2 .29
2 .41
2.53
2 .67
2 .79
2 .90
3.02
3 . 1 6
3 .27
3.38
? 5 0

Another View...October Problem
I 'm afraid I  don' t  agree with the analysis of the
! n * . p r o b l e m  ( s e e  d i a g r a m )  p r e s e n t e d  i n  y o u r
October  '89  news le t te r .  My in i t ia l  reaet ion  was
tha t  B lack  shou ld  no t  redoub le  ye t  and tha t
White should snatch the cube befoie Black has a
chance to  change h is  mind .  A f te r  some s tudy ,  I
present the fol lorving:
F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  B Iack 's  match  equ i ty  when no t
redoubl ing to 4 is actual ly t2.4Vo'(nof 40.87o\,
assuming that^the cubeless probabi l i ty of  winnin' f
is indeed 68.I%o. This is calculated 6elow, based
on cur ren t  match  equ i tv  char ts :
X wins: 68.2%0 x 50%i (Black:2, Whire:2) : g4.t(%
X loses: 31.896 x 26Vo (Black:0, White:a) : B.g%
Match equity by not redoubling : 42.4Va

The cubeless match equity increases to 46.1%o
for Black when he redoubles, but this does not
count  the  change in  equ i tv  when Whi te
s-ubsequent ly redoubles to 8. Actual ly,  i t  can be
demonst ra ted  tha t  match  equ i tv  a lwavs
increases by doubl ing or redoubl inI  whenev-er
favored in a given posit ion with the except ion in
some cases when a playel would not be 

-able 
to

use the ful l  value of the cube. Black sl iould
always double with any advantage, provided the
cube cannot be returned dui t -o score or
posit ional condit ions.

r l
' o r n l  M a t ( l r :  l l l h i t e  2  B l d { k  0  t u t r e  0 e . r r l o r t ! J

Second ly ,  I 'm nob conv inced tha t  i t  i s  a l l  tha t
obvious bhat BIack is heavi ly favored to bear off
in three rol ls.  Possiblv rvi th .e dead cube, but
with the result ing total ly al ive cube condit ions
after Black redoubles, Black may f ind himself
redoubled out by then. Accoiding to my
calculat ions, lear ly lOTo of the t ime- a parlay
involving ini t ia l  1 's and 2'  rv i l l  require Black tb
rol l  doubles to st i l l  get of f  in three iol ls,  and even
the chart  in the art ic le indicates that over 287o
of  the  t ime B lack  doesn ' t  even ge t  a  th i rd  shake.
I t  certainly isn' t  di f f icul t  to- v isual ize White
redoult l ing to 8 for the match in a posit ion where
Black has far less odds than the 

'42.4Vo 
he has

M a t ( l r :  l l l h i t e  2

norv by keeping the cube. cont inued Page 4



Hoosier Backgammon Club November 1989,

WORLD CUP Match
Joe Sylvester vs Alan Steffen
37 Point SemiFinal

Dur ing  1989,  th is  match  is  be ing  presented  in  th is
news le t te r ,  1  to  4  games each month  and th is  month
games 27  th ru  30  are  presented .  A long w i th  the  34
games, al l  the doubl ing posit ions rvi l l  be included.
There are some both interest ing and exci t ing games
in this match betrveen trvo of bhe best.

Instruct ions: You wi l l  need a backgammon board
to fol low along. The board is numbered 1 to 24 with
al l  points numbered based on the view of the player
on rol l .  The home port ion of the board is numbered
1-6. Bearing off  is denoted as moving to the 0 'zero'

point.  Each player wi l l  a lu 'ays be moving from a
higher to lower point with only the point(s) moved
to used. To make i t  easier to fol low, the larger
number rol led is denoted f i rst .  In some si tuat ions
where the smal ler number rol led is forced, i t  wi l l  be
presented f i rst .  An example: being on the BAR with
a rol l  of  52 with the 5-point made and the 2-point
open.

Abbreviat ions used are CB - Closed Board, EF -
Entry Fai lure, NP - No Play Possible, x -  opponents
piece was hi t ,  52 -  superscr ibe denotes 2 or more
pieces moving to the same point;  this example has 2
pieces moving to the 5 poinb. In the doubl ing
posit ions, Joe rvi l l  be dark checkers and Alan the
l ight and are shown from Joe Sylvester 's side of the
board. Study those f i rst  before going through the
games.

Game 27 Mowe 13 B lack  Db ls  to  2?

No. 11

2 8 Mowe Whi te  Db ls  to  2?

Garne 2 9 Mowe B l a c k  D b l s  t o  2 ?

1 1 B1ack  Db] .s  to  2?

Vol VI

Game

Page 3

Schedu ent rv  fo rms ava i lab le  th ru  HBC
Nov 10-12
Nov 17-19
Dec l0th
J a n  1 7 - 2 1 ,  1 9 9 0
NIar 23-25
Apr O7-09
June 3O-July 01
Aug 07-12

Backgammon Co-op Fal l  Championships -  Fl ighland, NJ
Chi ldren's Hospital  Benef i t  -  Sheraton-Commander Hotel ,  Boston

(201)  833-2e15
(617) 547-4800
HBC Hotline
(702) 852-122r
(312)  338-6380
HBC Hotline
(313)  232-9731
(301)  2ee-8264
HBC Hotline

HBC Fall One-Day - Dooley O'Toole's
7 th  Nevada Sta te  -  Peppermi l l  Hote l ,  Reno
Midwest Backgammon Championships
38th Indiana Open - Omni Severin Hotel
Mich igan Summer  Championsh ips  (Tent i t i ve)
\ \TORLD CUP II  -  Sheraton-Commander Hotel ,  Boston

al  Labor Dav Bac mon Tournament -  Louisvi l le
849-7355



World Cnp

Cane ZZ

.Toe Sylvester (^9) Alan Steffen (33)
R o l l  P l a . y c d  R o l l  P l a y e d

37 Point Match

Game 29

.Toe Sylvester (3O) Alan St,effen (34)
R ^ l l  P l a v c , 4

6 5  1 3
4z
1 5

23 5x
20 lx

1 3
6 2 5

pass

Came g0

.Toe Sylveste'n (31) Alan Steffen (34)
R o l l  P l a y e d  R o l l  P l a . q e d

l )  4 2  4 2
2)  65 l 1

3 1
32
32
2 l
32
6 1
43
+t)

6 1
5 5
3 1
65
42
32
64
62

::

54

3 )  6 1
4 )  5 2
5 )  5 1

J S - 3 3 A S - 3 4

SemiFinal

I
o

;
4
5
o
7
8
I

10
1 1
l 2
1 3

6 1  2 4 7  5 1
11  24  7x  52  61
22 232 rf 61

65 13
32 4x-1x
62 1 6 62

3 2  2 t  1 1
32 22 23

1 6  9 x
1 8 x  1 5
24x- 1 8x

a )

22  13
7 8
2 4 8
92 42

1 5
EF

pass

; ;  s 
-20

55 32 1x2
21 10x
62 23 2x
4 3  2 2 2
53 52

dbl  to  2?

2 l
44
2 l
3 1
2 l

1 )
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7 )
8 )

42
64
2 l
54
61

33 202 3x2 51

64 7x 20
6 6  8 7 2

52 62
33 1x2

32
6 1

44
64

51 15  10x  53
db l  to  2?

Game 28

.Toe Sylvester  (3O) Alan Stef fen (33)
R o l l  P l a  v p d R ^ t l P l . w " n

1 3. ,
8 2 2
a F  l 3

D -

5 9 2
3F6

22x 7
23 24

dbl  to  2?
t 2
I

t -  o -
10 23

212
r0  ^11

g z
gF13

3 x 8
22x 3x

Y I

take
3 2 1

2x2 lx2

I
2
r)

4
5
b
7

8
q

1 0

2 I
6 1
63
32
62
52
62
33
6 1

42
65
3 2
5.1
62
3 1
33
42

1 1  5
24 5x
2 2  1 8
3x 20
7 1 8
3  1 1- ,o -
4 5
7 2 4
pass

Take po in t  :

20x  11
20x- 14

llFrn 22
1 6

1 0  1 1- ,
D -

103 g
4z

dbl  to  2?

t)
7
8
a

10
1 1
t 2
1 3
t 4
1 5
1 6
l 7
1 8
1 9
20
2T
22
23
24
25
26

In  add i t ion ,  there  isn ' t  a  overwhe lming  number  o f
market losing sequences - Black's large numbers
fol lorved by smal l  numbers for White -  so i t
appears betber for Black to ' ivai t  a rol l  before
redoubl ing. The pressure on White ' rv i l l  l ikely be
much greater at that t ime - unless, of  course,
White has rol led big, in which case Black wi l l  be
glad he cl idn' t  rel inquish control  of  the cube.

Norv, should White take the redouble as a 3I€Vo
cubeless underdog? We need to determine
Whi te 's  min imum take  po in t  a t  th is  match  score :

Match Equity
Passing the cube: P : SOVI (Black-2, White:2)

Taking and Winning: W : 90% (Black-O, White:6)
Taking and Losing: L :  3770 (Black:+, White:2)

64
65
65
6 1
22
6 1
3 1
6 6
3 1
3 1
4 I
22
43
52
44

4
1 5 3

a
f

l l x
1 3
trF
CB
CB
CB
CB

2 0 5

2 3
19 trF
1 9 2
152

9 1 4
5Fe

1 3  3 2
3 12x

4"
8 6

2F8 4
g2

0 3
game

(P-L)/(w-L)
(50-37)/(eo-37)
i r /sa :24.s%o

By_ taking at this score, \Vhite r isks 1396 to gain
4OTo in the match equity (almost 3:1 odds),
making her minimum bake point nearly 25Vo.
Certainly with the cube at her exclusive disposal,
Wli i te 's m-atch equity rvi l l  increase by taking
with 3l .S7o cubeless game rvinning 

"chancesl

White's cubeless match equity by taking is
53.9% vs 50Vo rvhen passing, making i t  a clear
take when orvnins the cube is taken into
considerat ion.

I  am wondering why White did not redouble to g
l 'or the match tvhen she came down to a single
checker on the S-point vs one or two of Blacf, 's
eheckers .  Wi th  3 t  rv inn ing  ro l l s ,  match  equ i ty
shows i t  to be a clear redouble for White rci .A%
by no i  doub l ing ,  86 . Iyo  by  doub l ins  i f  B lac f  take i
and 907o i f  B lack  passes) .  Of  cou ise ,  B leck  must
take  (g rudg ing ly )  s ince  i t  inc reases  h is  match
equity to 13.9Vo vs only I \Vo i f  he passes.

Dave Carclrvel l ,  At lanta


