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from coast to coast and Canada. IIBC was at this
smooth-running toumament with 11 players attending. Dave
Cardwell, Mary Ann Meese and V/oody Woodworth along with
the renowned Carol Joy Cole, director, and John Carrico made up
the professional staff. Woody Woodworth finished second in one
of the special events Thursday evening that drew over 80 players.
Butch Meese cashed in two events: in the Open Doubles with Roy
Friedman and in the Overflow Division.
Open Division (61)
lst Hary Cohn (IL)
2nd Chris Campbell (NV)
3rd Waltet Ttice (MA)
Clst Jack Kissane (NY)
C2nd Robbie Roberts (MA)
C3l4 Rick Todd (IvID
C3l4 Ali Zaltash (PA)
OverflowDivision (8)
lst Batch Mcese (IN)
2ndkaHofFberg (IL)

Doubles (32)
1st Bill Davisffak Motioka (IL)
2nd Sandy Kapla{Carol Starr (MD
3/4 Roy Ftie&nar/Butch Meese (MA\AI{)
3/4 Toivo Puhm/Carl Sellarc (CAN)

Intermediate llivision (64)
lst Carol Falk OIf)
2nd Mike Datooge (MI)
3rdJohnE&niston (IL)
Clst Bill Szirtes (CAN)
C2nd Miriam Bureson (MI)
C3lAFdKing (oH)
C3 | 4 I ane l,ewandowski (]vtr)
Summer Freeze0ut (n\
lst Steve Fletcher (CAN)
2nd Mike Darooge (MI)

Novice Division (14)
lst Jmh Smith (MI)
2ndMarleenCatol (MI)
Clst Judy Schaffner (CAN)
C2nd Matge Lewandowski Mf)

Oasis Jackpot (16)
lst l\rIalcolm Davls (TX)
2nd Don Desmond (IL)
rliil ssm (4)
lst Howard Rine (IL)

Limited Doubles (14)
lst lVlarcie and Norma Gartner (NJ)
2nd Jeanne Eggenberger/Diane Pianko (Mf)

Blitz (12E)
lst Kevin McDonough (AZ)

HOOSIER PIPS: Butch and Mary Aln Meese celebrated their lfth wedding anniversary June 13th by finishing first-
second in weeHy play before heading off to Atlantic City for the weekend....The featured article in Issue 4 of .6not/'
BooLso**o", Another Side of Billy Horaa is an interview conducted by Wendy Kaplan..,.Be sure to make your
tournament and hotel reservations for the National Labor Day Tournament before August 21st to avoid the late fee
and to be guaranteed a hotel room....HBC has made special arrangements with the Radisson Hotel to hold Thursday
evening weeHy play at the hotel forthe convenience of those players arriving early...HBC extends wishes for a speedy
recovery to John Brussel (NYC) who became ill while attending the Michigan Swnmer Championships....Gmd luck to
Chris Cole, Carol Joy Cole's sorq who qualified for the Olympic Festival Tearn in racquetball and is competing in Los
Angeles mid-July.

June Results
Open lst

2nd
2nd

Interrnediate lst

June 6th
David Smith
Gino Agresti
I"arry Strommen

June 13th
Butch Meese
Mary Ann Meese
ChuckStimming
Hollv Stowe

June 2fth
Dave Cardwell
Kevin Mcleaster
Judy Mcflale
Peg Simsic

Iwrc 27th
Woody Woadworth
Butch Meese
Inrry Strommen

IIBC's newsletter for active HBC rnemben and subscribets.
Subscription rate: $lO/year (Canada $12 and overseas $14). I-et us know if your address changes.

HBC HotHne: Butch & I,Iary Ann Meese: (317) 845-8435. 7620 Kilmer Lane, Indianapolis, IN 46256-L634
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1991 HOOSIER BACKGAMMON CLIJB Garnmon Point Standings as of June 30th
HBC Player of the Month: Butch Meese with 1.80 Gammon Poins.

Mervin Berger.................. 0.20
Scott Kaplan .. 0.20
Dermis Schulte.................. 0.20
Frank Scott....................... 0.20
Mike Marr.. ....0.20
Russ Osbome.................... 0. 1 6
Frank DeSandrc................ 0. I 6
Bill Hodes.. .... 0.14
Marc Gray.. .... O.l2
Tony Tapp.. ... O.l2
Doug Roberts................... 0. 12
Glenn TheobaId................ 0. 12
Amber Wiesler................. 0. 10
Triston Wilbrandt............. 0. 10
LoeAnn Dobrat2............... 0. l0
Bob Butkhalter................. 0. 10
Carolyn Doyle.................. 0. 10
Tomlucetno . O.10
Cyndi White..................... 0.10
Scott Roberts................... 0.09
Stu Whitcomh.................. 0.08
Russ Hoser. .... O.08
Susie Hendetson............... 0.08

Ace Point
Backgammon

Club
(2r2) 7$-4842

Director: Michael Valentine
41 East 60th Street

New York, hlY lW22
Open 3 PM to 2 AM Daily

Aug 1-4
Aug 12-18
Aug3(FSep2
Sep22-26
Oct25-27
Nov 01-03
Nov 14-17
Jan 13-19
Thursdays

EBC Summer One-day Tournamenf SPATS' Indianapolis
Illinois State Backgafirmon Championships - Hyatt Deerfield, Deetfield IL
18th Green Mt Backgammon Festival - Ascutney Mt. Resort
National Labor Day Backganrmon Tournament, Indianapolis
I as Vegas Open - Golden Nugget Hotel & Casino, Ias Vegas
lst Chicago Fall Classic - Hyatt Regency O'Harc, Rosemont,IL
fth New Hampshite Fall Classic - Manchester, NH
British Op"n lvlasters Tournarnent, Ernpress Hotel, Isle Of lvlann
9th Nevada State Championships, Peppernill Hotel, Reno, NV
7:00 PM at SPATS-Castleton Square betrveenJ.C. Penneys & LS.Ayres

HBC Hotliue
(708) 945-7801
(3O5) 527-n33
mC Hotline
(7O8) 470-9491
(708) 674-0120
(603) 863-4711
M24l85r O45
(7O8\ 47O-949t
842-3465
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In the May-June 1991 Hoosier Backgammon Club
newsletter, lv!t. Expett says that whether a cube in a
money game is a pass or a take may depend on the size of
the cube. And so, he says, the miror ending in which
both sides have one man each on the 2-point and 3- point,
is both a pass and a take. Using something he calls
Excess Eighteen Arithmetic, he computes the non-
rollels chances as Lt(2s+Tpe, or 271o. Pr,esumably,
that's enough to take a 2-cube, fot which we all know
25To is the take-threshold. Presumably also, the take-
threshold increases as the cube grows larger.
Unfortunately, Mr. Expert neglects to say by how much it
lncreases.

I've decided to help him out, and I've come up with
Skidoo's Take Threshold. Let Q = the size of the cube.
Then the take-threshold, in percent, is 23 + Q. Fot an
initial double, 23 + Q = 25, so the tmdttional 25%
threshold applies, and the position in question is a take.
Likewise, for a redouble to 4, 23 + Q = 27, and the
position is a (botdedine) take. But fot a redouble to 8, 23
+ Q = 31, so it's a pass. Obviously, it's still a pass when
the cube is highet than 8.

--Twenty-Three Skidoo

Dear Twenty-Three,
I don't see why takes in money play should depend on

the size of the cube. It makes just as little sense to me to
tighten your takes as the cube gets higher as to loosen
yout takes.

But I question your calculation of 27% as the non-
rolle1s chances---that is, if Skidoo's Take Threshol4 or
some other principle which says that a position
technically good enough to take is a pass, is applied by
both sides.
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Suppose the non-toller takes the cube at 8. Then on
the 11 rolls in 36 which fail to win immediately for the
rollern the non-roller can tedouble to 16. Since for Q =
L6, 23 + Q = 39, and ttl36 is the chance of the
underdog's winning, it's a redouble-orrf. Thus 1L136, ot
3lVo, ts the non-rollet's chance of winning in the original
position too, and it's a (boderline) take.

But considpr the truly strange consequences of
Skidoo's Take Threshold. By turning the cube to 64, an
underdog whose winning chances are only I4Vo can 86
the favorite for whom 23 + Q now equals 87.

I'm surprised Mr. Expert mentions only the size of the
cube and not the size of the stakes as well. If a position is
a take of a 2-cube when playing for $64 a point, shouldn't
it also be a take of a 64-cube when playing for $2 a point?

If you really want to ptoduce a take-tlrreshold formula
which varies with the size of the cube, I'm afraid you'll
have to take the marginal utility of money for each player
into account.

To the question whether a money cube is a pass or a
take, the answer is still either Xea,yeal'ot t{ay, nay'and
whosoever speaketh otherwise cometh of evil.

---Miss Lonelyblots

lllinois Sfafe
Bac kgam m on C h am pi on shrps

presented by Yamin A. Yamin

Hyatt Deerfield
Deerfield, Illinois

(708) e4s-3400
(800) 233-1234 "Battle for lllinois"

Details Yamin Yamin (708) 945-78AL or Cinda King (309) 694-2947

August 1-4, L99I
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approximate calculations at the board may give us
insight to doubling decisions. Undoubtedlyo there will be
rebuttals ftom vatious experts, showing how exact
calculations will produce different figures. But it is not
the purpose of the article to show exact figures - only
approximations, which can be determined at the board
during actual play.

MONEY GAME: White Doubles - Should Black Take?

24 23 22 2L 20 19 18 17 16 15 t4 t3

64
B
A
R

9  1 0 1 1  L 2

In this stretched 2-event occrulencen Blacks wiruring
chances involve White leaving a shot followed by Black
hitting that shot. Black wins all games whenever he hits
by redoubling White out Since no wins for Black
involve a higher cube value (a11 redoubles by Black are
Passes), he needs a fiil21Vo to justify a cube take. White
leaves an immediate blot with any 5 ot 6 except 6-6, 5-5
and 6-5 (16 rolls). Black has anywhere from 11/36 to
15136 hitting retum shots at the blot, fot an averuge of
approximately 13/36 return shots. This computes to:

Wp = Er x E, = 16136x 13.pf, = 2O8l3G, or approx.16%

where: 
'Wp = winning petcentage of a 2-event occurrence
Er = chances of the first event occurring
Ez = chances ofthe second event occurring

But Black's chances of winning the game are much
higher than jus the l6Vo he wins on his next turn. Add to
this the chances of Black getting a shot on White's
second to71. Out of the 20 rolls that fail to leave an
immediate shot, White must play itrside with 13 numbers
and doesn't move the checkets on his l0-point. With
these L3 rolls, Black gets the same t6% parlay on his
second roll. This is approximately 6% additional chances
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(L3136 x L6Vo), bringing Black's total to 22%. Black gets
extra chances if White rolls 4-4, 4-3, 4-2 ot 4-1 on his
first try, because tolling some 4's (4-3, 4-2 or 4-1) on the
second shake also leaves a blot with 15 retrrn hits. These
extra chances corne to around lVo (7136 x 6136 x t5136 =
$DPe), raising the total to 23Vo. In addition, when
White rolls small doubles (1-1 or 2-2),he faces additional
danget on his second shake by tolling 6-2,5-2,6-1 or 5-
1, leaving Black an average of 11'/z shots. This raises
Black's total winning percentage to approximately 23.5%,
with roughly O.SVo addrtional chances (2136 x 8/36 x
11.5136 = 184136'). Black still needs anothet 1.5% to
Take - can he get these from the non-hitting race that
occulrs 76.5Vo of the time? Black must win 2Vo of the
taces to get the extta ltlz winning chances, but alas, his
non-hitting race chances when down 38 pips (55 to 93)
are less than O.5%, pobably closer to O.25Vo. This nets
only another A.25% ot so (approximately 75Vo x .37%),
leaving Black with total winning chances of only about
23.7SVo.

There are solne winning variations fot Black when
White leaves a shot on his third turn. These are pretty
much offset by the race chances Black loses by staying
for a third try at a blot, and when he is forced to leave
before getting the shot. In any case, since these figures
are only apptoximations, the cube decision is a close
one.

Because his total winning chances are less than25%,
Black should PASS. White is conect to DOUBLE hete
befote he loses his matket, and would certainly welcome
a TAKE since Black needs 34 pips just to avoid the
gammon. However, things are a little different in
tournamerrt play. Under certain match scote conditions,
White should wait before shipping the cube, and Black
frequently has a proper TAKE with less rJntT4Vo garne-
winning chances. But if he nevet gets past the initial
l6Vo calctlatiorq Black may grossly underestimate the
winning chances of his position.

Top 10 Reasons To Take in a Ghouette.
10). What's the worse that can happen!
9). lt's a small cube.
8). You haven't made your s-point yet.
7). For the excitement of it all.
6). How else can I gammon you!
5). lt's only a S-point prime.
4). I won't get gamrnoned.
3). How else can I get the box?!
2). How rnany are there of you anyway?

And the Number One Reason....
1). What's my score?



HBC Newsletter July 1991, Volume VIII, No. 6 Page 5

Tournament between IVerI Kazaross and Mika Udov.
lnstructions.'You will need a backgarnmon board

to follow along. The board is nurnbered 1 lo 24
based on the view of the player on roll. Each player
will always be moving from a higher to lower point
with only the point(s) moved to used. The home
portion of the board is nurnbered I thru 6. Bearing
off is noted as moving to the zero (0) point. To
make it easier to follow, the larger number rolled is
noted first. In some situations where the smaller
nurnber rolled is forced, it will be presented first. An
exarnple: being on the BAR with a rollof 5-2 with the
S-point rnade and the 2-point open.

Abbreviations used:
CB-Closed Board, EF-Entry Failure,MP-Misplay,
NP-No Play Possible, x-opponent'$ piece was hit, 52
- superscript denotes 2 or rnore pieces rnoving to
the same point;this example has 2 pieces moving to
the 5 point.

In the doubling positions, Neil is the dark
checkers, Mika lhe light checkers and the positions
are shown from lJeil's side of the board. Study the
doubling positions first before going through the
game.

Newsletter
Arriving

Late!

I.et us know if
you have moved.

every match won and bonus points for placing in an
event. The number of points are based upon the players'
results, tournament size and division. Special events will
award double gammon points. Those will be annouced in
the event flyer. IIBC gammonpoints ate used to
determine the P}nyer of the Month (excluding weekend
tournarnents), TOP IDN Players of the Year and TOP
PLAYER of the Year.

for

Game 16 Move 8 Blaek Dbls to 2?

Game 17 Move 5 Whlte Dbls to 2?

Game 18 Move 14 Whlte Dbls to 2?

ponts are awarded to everyone w
HBC events except league play. Points are
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G a m e  1 6

Nei l  Kazaross -  12l15 M i k a , T , i d o v - I l / 1 5
Rol l  Plav Roll Pla,v

1 )
2)
3)
4)
o.f
6)
t )

33
53
64
62
oo

5 1

2l;;"
22 16x
10x-6
7x-5x
3x2 12
20 5x

dbl to 2?

64
65
64
64
32
4T
66

1 8 9
20 18x

1 5
1 5

22 23
20x
EF

pass

Game 17

Neil K^zrrosI.s - l3ll 5 M i f r o  l . i . l n v  -  1 1  1 1 K

Roll Plav Roll Plav
l )
2) 2r
3) 6r
4) 62
5) 5l
6)

1 1  5
7Fr3 5
23 7x
24 lx
pass

4 t  9 5
5 1  4 5
51 l8x
52 l8x

dbl to 2?

Game 19
Nei l  Ka .ze . rn*q  -  13  /15 M i k a  I . i d n v  -  I 3 / 1  . {

Roll Plav Rol l  Plav
r )
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
e)

l0)
l l )
12)
13)
14)
l5)
16)
17)
l8)
le)
20)
2r)
22)
23)

2l
42
64
65
42
il

44
32
52
31
32
64
54
l l
62
4 l
63
32
42
aD

62

1 l  5
21 23

l l x
lg2
9 2 .
EF

take
EF
20
42

t o 7
7 g
g2

7Fl0 g

2 6
2n
1 3

t7  16
12F18
6 1 4

6

51
64
52
43
54
55

3 l
53
53
65
53
43
62
2L
43
63
42
64
63
32
32
42 game

8 5
20x-l4x

32
212
8 9

1 x 2 3 4
dbl to 2?

4
l 3
l3

2F13
8 l
1F8
2 6
4 2
2 3
4

9 1
3 0
92
62
92

Game 18
Npil Ko zo rnqc - I 3 /1 .{ Mika L idov  - .12 l l5

Rol l  P lev Roll Plav
l)  53 32
2 )  2 r  l l 5
3i 53 5Fr3
4) 63 15x
5) 32 22 13
6 ) 4 1 8
7) 5r EF
8) 65 EF
e) s4 EF

lo) 44 EF
11)  62 EF
12) 2r EF
13)  1 l  EF
14) 53 22 EF
15) pass

5 2  8 l l
3 2  1 0 4
31  4
52 23 lx
63 52
52 3x-1
4 2  4 2 1
2 t  2 l
61 l4x
22 22 t l
6 3  7 8
65 16F2t gFl{ 14p
4 4  5 4 2 2

dbl to z?


