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A Light in tlre Darlcness
by Chuck Bower

Chouette (White is the box).
Black to play 6-5?

As a crew mernber, f ind the four best plays, rank
them, and decide whether to take or pass after
each.

The chouette is a blend of money and social
backgammon and has become a popular form of
the game. In a chouette, a player (The Box)
plays against a number of players (The Crew).
The crew is headed by a captain who does the
roll ing and moving of the checkers and also has
final say on which move is played. Each crew
member has control of a cube called individual
cube.

With one player against many, the score can
change quickly, making chouette technically a
volati le competit ion. In addition, the differences
of opinion among the crew mernbers can lead to
heated discussions; another form of volati l i ty!
Diplomacy and salesmanship can be a big asset
when you are a crew member, To speed play,
some chouettes require that a crew mernber's

cube be turned before s/he is allowed to discuss
potential moves.

As a non-captain member of the crew, you may
get stuck with a play you feel is inferior.
Sometimes being able to argue for a
compromise (for exarnple, the play you feel is
second best) wil l be your best hope. In addition,
recognizing when to take or pass is a critical part
of this form of backgarnmon as well, and even
holds a few subtle tactics not available in other
contests. The il lustrated position would l ikely
lead to a lot of discussion.

Of the four candidate plays, two hold the anchor:
either 812, 813 or 711, 712. Running one back
checker is worth a look: 23117, 611. Finally,
Black can bring BOTH back checkers out: 23117,
23118. Being able to rank the candidate plays is
valuable when playing alone, but even more so
when playing with partners since a cornpromise
might develop.

Snowie and Jellyfish rollouts are in agreement
that the tweener play,23117,611 is a big loser
with a cubeless equity of -0.72. White can attack
with 2's, 4's, and 5's plus 11's for 28136 hitt ing
nurnbers. And if missed, Black sti l l  has a long
road to victory. Black should definitely pass the
impending cube if this play is chosen.

Sitt ing tight by clearing either the 8- or 7-point is
next best with these two plays being about
equal. This tactic is safe for now, but short-
sighted. Snowie rollouts say the cubeless equity
for Black is -0.59. The double can either be
taken or passed; the decision is that close. lf
captain passes, then the next crew member
should consider taking, especially since s/he no
longer has a deadhead vetoing his/her calls!
Also, the relative strengths of the box and
captain can help decide the cube decision.
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�GammonPointStand. ings.as.ofNcvember1999.
HBC player of the lVl'onth for November was Don Woods_ with 1 10 gqnrnon points'
Butch Meese. . , . . . . . . . . . . - .  f  2OO Fred Kalantar i . . . . . . . . . . .80 J im Roston. . ' . . . . " . . . . . '  20
CnucX St imming. . . . . . . . . . .  t  t  t  g  Mogens Knudsen. . . . .  80 Car la  Johnson. .  ' . ' . . . . .20
Don Woods. . . . . .1 . . . . . . . . . . .  1116 Cat-h ie  Benneth. . .  . . . . .70 Paul  Franks. . . . " . . . . . " .  20
J im cur t is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  togo Butch 8a1es. . . . . . . . . . . . . .64 Ju l ian Haley. . . . . . .  " . .  . .?9
Sean Garber . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . .ge2 Chuck Bower. . . . . . . . . . . .60 John Peek. ' . " . . . . " . . . . .  20
l r fuw Ann Meese. . . . . . . . . . . .914 David Smi th , . . . . . . . . . . . . .60 Rornan Karb iak. . . '  " . .20
; l i t ry  St rommen. . . . . . . . . . . , . .848 David Schwind. . . . . . . . . .48 Mike Prat t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10
Dave Groner . . . . .  , , . . . . . . . . . . . .672 Terry  Haf fner . . . . . . . . . . . .40 lggqi . "  Poder . . . . . . . , . . '  10
C ino  ng res t i . . . . . . . . , . . . , . . , , . . . 564  Pau iSpens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40  Bob  Neurnann . . . " . ' . . '  10
WooOyUooOwortn. . . . . . . . .398 Jon Vi6tor . . .  . .  . .19 4nOy.L iebenthal . . . . " ' .10
A l  Gomez  . . . . . . .  380  Mary  F ranks . . . . . . , . . . . . . 30  John  Henn . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 10
T;r ry  gaGman. , . . , , . . . . . . . . . .140 Ran-dy Foster . . . . . . . . . . . .30 Br ian Nelson ' . " . . . " ' . . .10
Pe te r  Ka lba . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  128  Joe  M i | | e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30  Jack  K issane . . " " . . . . . .  10
A lan  Tave | . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . 128  Jake  Jacobs . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30  B i l l  Yancey . . . . . . , . . . . . . , , , 1q
B i l l  Ju l i an .  . . . . . . . . . . 12O Ph i l i p  Degen . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30  Jon  S inder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10
John Brusse| . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .100 Lukd Cl ip-p inger . . . . . . . .  30 Rick Reahard ' . . " " ' . . .  10
Jan  Gurv i t z ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98  Kev in  Ward . . . . . . , , . . . . . . . 20  S tan  Gurv i t z . ' . . . ' . . . . . . . . 10
PerSorensen . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 90  M ichae lO 'Ca in ' . . . ' . " . 20
Gabe  S t iasny . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80  Ju l i aBoy le ' . . . . . . " . . . . . . . 20

The best play by far is the double leap 23117,
23118. Although White stil l gets oodles of
shots (28, same as the tweener play), if
missed'Black has much better chances of
pulling off a complete escape. Snowie gays'Blackts 

has a clear take with cubeless equity is
-0.48.

Laying it all on the line is a courageous
debisibn. And uncontrolled courage isn't
necessarily an advantage at backgammon. But
when you're lost in the forest,  darkness has
set in, and the temperature is fal l ing,
sometimes searching for (and then fol lowing) a
dim light is better than sitting tight and freezing
to death.

HBC Sunday Torrrnarnent
Decernber 5 4999
1 st. . . .Luke Cl ippinger

2nd..,Don Woods
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November 4th
ffi
Phil Degen
Woody Woodworth

November 11th
@n
Butch Meese

November 18th
f f i l is
Mary Ann Meese

November 25th
W
Thanksgiving
Day

Thursdays.... . , . . .7:00 PM at Bench Warmers (Holiday Inn North) (871-5655) 255-8902


