
Transcript Of A Segment Of The 2001
Annual  Report  Of The Hoosier  Backgammon Club

(Mr. Meese): I  want to thank al l  of the
members who have attended today's
conference for their participation throughout
the year and for their show of support for
current management in rebuffing the hostile
takeover attempt from the lndy Tiddle and
Canasta Club. Now, without further ado, I wil l
turn over the proceedings to Mr. Fuller
Sawdust, a representative of our auditing firm,
Toilette & Douche, who will provide us with
the verif ied f inal point standings for the club's
regular members and a short analysis of those
results.

(Mr. Sawdust): Thank you, Mr. Meeds. First, I
would l ike to thank Mr. Garber for the
excellent bott le of wine and prime rib dinner,
and Mr. Curtis for the front row tickets to the
Pacer game, and Mr. Stimming for the use of
his Ferrari during my stay here. Unfortunately,
Chuck, I can find no justification to award you
double points for your victories during the
period you were competing with only one eye.
Had you also only been using one die, l 'm
sure something could have been worked out.

Before I present the results, I want to
recommend for the coming year the club
invest in an inexpensive four-function
calculator for the Club's recorder. Mr. Meeds
is apparently an adherent to the Bob Newman
school of f inger counting and a bit dyslexic as
well,  so this year's audit was a bit taxing. For
those sharp-eyed readers of the monthly
newsletter, the results contained herein are
somewhat different than previously reported;
however, the corrections made were not of
such signif icance as to change any
placements. In some cases, though, there
were some close calls.

After exhaustive checking of all match results,
i t  is definite that the points champ for the year
2001 is ( insert drum rol l  here): Mr. James
Curtis, esq. Jim garnered 1586 points, besting
Sean Garber by a mere 36. Butch Meese was
a close third with 1411 points. No one else
was particularly competitive after the first
couple of months of the year. Examining the
weekly running totals reveal an extremely

close race for the entire year. There were
several lead changes, and, i f  you could
compare each weekly or Sunday tournament
as a lap in an auto race; Jim was the lap
leader after 30 laps, Sean 13 laps and Butch
led for 8. Butch was leading the pack by a
comfortable margin at the end of August, but
an oh-ferthe-month of September dropped
him to third place and a deficit from which he
was unable to recover. With 3 weeks
remaining, Sean was up by 63. Jim closed
the gap to a single point during the December
Sunday tournament and gradually edged
away over the last three meetings.

Let's take a look inside some of the numbers
on the accompanying chart that displays the
performance of the top fourteen club members
according to their point totals for the year.
One notable statist ic is that Jim, Sean, and
Dave Groner each won more than 60% of
their matches (Dave's record also included a
remarkable 13 wins in a row!) Another
interesting nugget is that although Jim played
two fewer weeks than Sean, he played ten
more matches and won nine more matches
than did Sean. I thought at f irst that I had
made an error of some kind; but on further
review, this anomaly can be explained by the
fact that a significant amount of Jim's points
came as second place bonuses and many of
Sean's were in f irst place bonuses. Jim spent
a lot of t ime in the consolation bracket where
he ground out win after win. In fact, Sean
created this result in great part as he defeated
Jim 12 of 17 t imes during the year, personally
knocking his major opposit ion into the briar
patch where Brer Jim ate up his opponents
unrelentingly with one hand while st i l l
maintaining a chouette presence with the
other. Another factor is that Sean's all-or-or
nothing style earned him 10 bagels during the
year while Jim had but 5. Obviously, early
exits result in fewer matches played.

Another interesting statistic is the wide
disparity in performances against the top
players by the top players. Sean did
enormously well  against tougher opposit ion
than any of his competitors. In fact, he won
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two{hirds of his matches against Jim and
Woody combined. That's even better than his
overal l  winning percentage. Dave Groner and
Gabe Stiasny were the only other players to
have a winning record against the top point
getters. Woody attempted to lodge a protest
of these results based upon alleged unfair
draws that resulted in his playing one of the
top 3 dogs in 64 of his 152 matches, or 42o/o of
the time. This compares with only a 29o/o
exposure incurred by the higher point winners
against each other. The arbitrator disallowed
this protest, as i t  was pointed out that on many
occasions, Woody himself did the draw. Other
large variat ions from the norm stand out. In
the category of got your number, other than
Sean's pasting of Jim and Woody are some
even larger gotchas. Jim was 10-1 over Rick,
who would otherwise have had about a 50%
win rate. Scott got no respect from Chuck to
the tune of an 8-1 whacking. Butch was
unkind to MaryAnn by a 10-4 margin, but Jim
was even nastier, abusing her 13-3. Al hung a
4-0 donut on Woody. But the most unusual
result from the standpoint of relative winning
percentages is the 10-1 record that MaryAnn
had over Gabe.

Kudos to Scott Day for his 51 of 54-
attendance record. You can't say he isn't
paying his dues in learning the game.
Persistence has paid off somewhat, if securing
entry into the club championship tournament

can be considered as success. Terry and
Rick were quite close to making the top ten
also, but needed a few more weeks to gain
enough points. Given Terry's 6-5 win record
over Butch this year, the potential for a good
next year is there.

It should be noted that.the 14 players whose
performance is shown here all achieved
higher winning percentages than the average
others players. Some of these others are
experienced visitors to our tournaments, but
many are newcomers who we would like to
cultivate as prospective club members. lt is
therefore recommended that our guests not be
immediately subjected to the hosting (or is it
hosing?) at the hands of Jim, Larry, and
Woody who have compiled a most
unwelcoming 38-9 or almost 81o/o winning
record against them. lt takes very thick skin or
head to survive learning this game at the
higher levels, so let 's be helpful and kind as
we are gleaning our points.

Note: HBC would l ike to thank Mr. Sawdust for
his time, effort and incentive report. The good
news is none of errors affected the Player of
the Month or the posit ions of Top 10 Players
of the Year. We look forward in servicing you
for another year of your backgammon needs.



Date PlaVer Points Awarded Should Be Given Net Effect
1 t 1 1 Butch 1 8 1 0 - B
1 t 1 8 Gabe 39 54 + 1 5
2t25 Jeff F 0 1 0 + 1 0
3/8 Scott Blank 1 8 + 1 8
3t15 J im C 63 5 1 -12
4t26 Chuck Blank 28 +28
5t3 Larry 30 Blank -30
5t3 Chuck S Blank 30 +30
5t3 MaryAnn 36 24 -12
5t17 Scott Blank 8 + 8
5124 Larry 1 0 I - 2
5t24 Scott Blank 1 6 + 1 6
617 Woody 42 57 + 1 5
7t5 J im C 48 54 + 6
7 t11 Butch 48 51 + 3
7 t18 Chuck S 57 51 - 6
7t25 Butch 51 39 -12
7125 Woody I 1 8 + 1 0
7t29 Kevin H 38 35 - 3
7129 Jeff F 48 53 + 5
8115 Terry 0 8 + 8
8t15 Chuck S 0 8 + 8
8t15 Gabe 36 26 - 1 0
8t29 Brussel Blank 60 +60
8t29 Kissane 36 26 - 1 0
8t29 Mary Ann 1 6 I - 8
8t29 Karen Davis 6 1 63 +2
9t12 Rick 48 54 + 6
9t25 Sean 26 36 + 1 0
9t25 AI G Blank 1 6 + 1 6
10t3 AI G 1 0 - 1
10t24 MaryAnn 5 1 36 - 1 5
1 1 t 7 J im C 48 54 + 6
1 1 t 7 Woody 1 6 1 8 + 2
1 1 t 2 1 Terry 1 6 1 8 + 2
12t9 Butch 60 45 - 1 5
12t9 Gabe 0 1 2 + 1 2
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Th-th-th-th that's all folksl!
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