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Co-ed i to rs :  Bu tch  t l eese  t
Mary Ann l " leese & Larry  Strommen

3 3 r d  I N D I A N A  O P E N  M a r c h  2 2 , 2 3  &  2 4 t h  a t  t h e  H o l i d a y  I n n  E a s t  ( 2 1 s t  &  S h a d e l a n d )
Ear l y  i nd i ca t i ons  show th i s  yea r ' s  t ou rnamen t  i s  go ing  to  be  b igge r  t han  l as t .
Be  su re  to  ge t  you r  en t r y  i n -ea r l y  by  l l a r ch  15 th  and  save .  The  da tes  fo r  t he
2nd  INDIANA CLASSIC  Backgammon Champ ionsh ip  i s  se t  f o r  November  t5 -17 ,  I 985 .

Tournament Results: GROVER BENGE, JIII{ CURTIS' BUTCH I4EESE' MARY ANN I{EESE and
LARRY STROll lr lEN traveled south to Louisvi l le while RICK REAHARD flew vtest to RENO.
JIIrt CURTIS placed second in the Sunday Jackpot, LARIY STROI4IIIEN teamed with Carl
Sever ino p iaced t ie  3rd/Ath in  the Open Doubles and } IARY ANN I ' {EESE missed the
money by one match in  the In termediate Div is ion.  She says that  a  16 cube has a
new 

-mea-n ing 
to  her  now.  Bob Holyon( l l i lwaukee)  captured the Open t i t leT l ' lark

Anshus ( l ' l i l *aukee)  vron over  GREG VARBINOV(Ft .  Wayne)  in  the In termediate,  Dave
Sand le r (Lou isv i l l e )  v ron  the  Nov ice  D iv i s ion  and  t t l a r k  Ty re l I  and  Joe  G laz ie r  l t on
the Open Doubles.  In  Reno,  RICK REAHARD won the Consolat ion in  the In termediate
D i v i s i o n .  R I C K  a l o n g  w i t h  o v e r  2 0 0  o t h e r s  w i t n e s s e d  S t e v e  M c K e n z i e ( C a l i f o r n i a )
de fea t  Bas i l  Fa rah (F I i n t ,  l l i ch )  t o  cap tu re  the  top  p r i ze .  I n  P i t t sbu rgh r  Joe
Sy lves te l  (T roy ,  M I )  won  unde f  ea ted .  He  p layed  and  won  ove r  Pau l  l i l ag r i e l  tw i ce .

Ken t  Gou ld ing ' s  Na t iona l  Ra t i ng  L i s t  has  been  upda ted  to  January  I5 '  1985 .
B i l l  Rober t i e  heads  the  l i s t  a t  1805 .  Loca l  p laye rs  have  the  fo l l ow ing  ra t i ngs :
S teve  Bar t z  1596  F rank  Ba ldw in  1504  Geo  Crawfo rd  1465  Donna  Susens  L437
J im Cur t i s  1582  G ino  Agres t i  1498  J im  Knauer  L473  Grove r  Benge  L426
Rick Reahard 1567 Chuck St imming f  488 l , tark  Jones t47I  Butch l leese L432
Ar t  Overbay  1532  R ich  Ho t te l l  1478  A lan  T rave l  1459  Doug  Johnson  1375
The  comp le le  l i s t  i s  ava i l ab le  fo r  $4 '  K .G .  r  P .  O .  Box  B ,  Kens ing ton '  t t {D  20895

Danny Kleinman has a new book called IHOW LITTLE WE KNOW ABOUT BACKGAMMONn. It
can  be  o rde red  f rom Danny  fo r  $25 ,  8924  Harg i s  S t ree t '  Los  Ange les '  CA .  90034

1985 HOOSIER BACKGAIT{MON CLUB Gammon Point  Standing6 as of  February 28th.
J i m  C u r t i s  1 . 0 0  } l o n t e  B o r m a n  0 . 3 0  R a l p h  R o b e r t s  0 . 0 8
Bu tch  l l eese  0 .9 I  Cy rus  l r l obed  0 .26  J im  Wi l son  0 .08
G e o r g e  C r a w f o r d  0 . 7 4  J e r r y  U n g a r  0 . 2 5  R .  C .  R o b b i n s  0 . 0 6
M a r y  A n n  M e e s e  0 . 5 3  S u s i e  H e n d e r s o n  0 . 2 5  B e t t y  S e a s h o r e  0 . 0 5
O o n n a  S u s e n s  0 . 5 0  S u e  E p p l e  0 . 2 0  V i c k i  A n d e r s o n  0 . 0 2
Lou  Ramer  0 .34  Bob  Lapp in  0 .15  Sy l ves te r  Johnson  0 .02
L a r r y  S t r o m m e n  0 . 3 3  l l a r k  M i k o l o n  0 . 1 2  S u s i e  R o b b i n s  0 . 0 2

weekly Play. . .H;Xi:l l"";
t he  Cross ing

P lay  Beg ins  a t  7 :00  P l !  *  Open  D iv i s ion  $15 .00  *  I n te rmed ia te  D iv i s ion  $7 .00
Nov ice  O iv i s ion  $5 .00  (Round  Rob in )  B r ing  a  NEW P laye r  and  you  can  p lay  f ree .

BOX SHOT PRIZE:  The  p r i ze  has  i nc reased  to  $35 .00 .  Eve ryone  a t tend ing  a  HBC
weekly  event  wi l l  have a chance to win the BOX SHOT PRIZE.  Al l  you have to
d o  i s - r o I I  f o u r ( 4 )  o f  a n y  n u m b e r  a n d  y o u  w i n .  T h i s  p r i z e  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  e v e r y
mon th  un t i l  someone  w ins .  Good  Luck ! t

Schedule of  BACKGAl, l l t lON Events (Entry  forms avai lab le thru HBC)
*  I {AR 22-24 33rd Annual  INDIANA OPEN Backgammon Championship HBC Hot l ines*
Apr  12 - I4  t l i dwes t  Champ ionsh ips ,  Oakbrook  Ho l i day  Inn r  Ch icago  !1 ]2 )338 -6380
epr  26-28 l l ich igan I , { ICHELOB BG Weekend,  Saginaw t l ich igan (5I7)  755-8341

* i tOv 15-17 2nd Annual  INDIANA CLASSIC -  Ind ianapol is  HBC Hot l ines*
Weekly :  WEDNESDAYS 7:00PI1 CHARLIE & BARNEYS'  -  Keystone at  the Cross ing &-  

THURSDAYS 7:00P!1 !4ARRIOTT INN 2ls t  & Shadeland Avenue HBC Hot l ines*

THURSDAYS
2 I s t  S t r e e t  &
Shadeland Avenue

Aqqqlq[
H O T E L S . R E S O R T S



HBC NEWSLETTER SPECIAL - CALCUTTA AUCTION
CALCUTTA AUCTION -  Eve ry  th ing  you  wan ted  to  know,  bu t  were  a f ra id  to  ask ! l

The  Ca lcu t ta  Auc t i on  i s  he ld  j us t  be fo re  p lay  beg ins  fo r  mos t  t ou rnamen ts .
The  p laye r (s )  i s  so ld  to  the  pe rson  w i th  the  h ighes t  b id .  The  p laye rs  a re  so ld
ind i v idua l l y  as  we I I  as  i n  g roups  usua l l y  depend ing  on  the i r  re la t i ve  known
backgammon sk i l l s .  A11  the  money  co l l ec ted  i s  p laced  i n  a  separa te  "Ca lcu t tan
poo l .  As  the  w inne rs  a re  de te rm ined ,  t he  buye rs  o f  t he  p laye rs ,  no t  t he  p laye rs ,
co l l ec t  t he  p r i zes  f rom the  Ca lcu t ta  Poo l .  Genera l l y r  t he  ave rage  se l l i ng  p r i ce
i s  c lose  to  the  en t r y  f ee .  The  buye r  i s  ob l i ga ted  to  o f fe r  t o  se I I  i n te res t
back  to  the  p laye r (s )  bough t ,  ca l l ed  "buy -backn .  So  as  a  buye r ,  you  do  no t
have  to  f ron t  t he  fu l l  cos t ,  on l y  a  pe rcen tage .

When  a  p laye r  i s  so ld  as  an  i nd i v idua l r  t he  buye r  usua l . I y  has  to  o f fe r  a t  l eas t
5 0 t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  p l a y e r .  I f  t h e  p l a y e r  b u y s - b a c k  t h e . f u l L  5 0 t ,  b o t h  t h e
buye r  and  p laye r  have  a  50 t  i n te res t  i n  t he  ca l cu t ta  p r i ze .  The  pe rcen tage
in te res t  a  pe rson  has  i n  a  p laye r  i s  ca l l ed  "pay -backn .  So ,  t he  buye r  and  the
p laye r  each  have  a  50 t  "pay -backn  i n  th i s  s i t ua t i on .  I f  a .p laye r  buys  h imse l f ,
he  rece i ves  bo th  the  p laye r rs  and  ca l cu t ta  p r i ze  fo r  t ha t  f i n i sh .

The  nex t  s i t ua t i on  i s  when  a  buye r  buys  a  g roup  w i th  two  p laye rs .  I n  mos t  cases ,
p layers are bought  by someone e lse and they are in formed of  how much the buy-
back is  and what  pay-backs they have in  the i rse l f  and the other  p layers so ld in
h i s  g roup .  As  a  p laye r r  1 lou  have  the  r i gh t  t o  know i f  you  a re  ge t t i ng  you r  f a i r
sha re ,  T ry ing  to  unders tand  buy -back  ve rsus  pay -back  w i th  a  g roup  o f  p laye rs
can make some feel  you need a PhD in  math.  Hopefu l ly  wi th  some examples,  i t
can  become a  b i t  c l ea re r .  W i th  two  p laye rs ,  bo th  p laye rs  have  equa l  sha res  o r
5 0 t  o f  t h e  s e l l i n g  p r i c e .  I f  a  t w o - p l a y e r  g r o u p  i s  s o l d  f o r  $ 4 0 0 ,  e a c h
p laye r  has  an  e f fec t i ve  se l l i ng  p r i ce  o f  $200 .

Le t f s  use  a  s i t ua t i on  where  the  buye r  has  to  o f fe r  buy -backs  a t  l eas t  37  L /2 t  o f
the  se l l i ng  p r i ce  to  each  p laye r .  Tha t  Leaves  25 t  f o r  t he  buye r .  Fo r  t ha t ,
each p layer  would receives a 50t  pay-back of  h imsel f  and 25t  o f  what  the other
p layer  wins.  Now we can work some s imple math to  check th is  (we change the
percen tages  to  f rac t i ons ) .  Le t r s  work  backwards  to  show tha t  37  L /Z*  (o r  3 /8 )
i s  co r rec t .  Each  p laye r  rece i ves  50 t  (o r  L /2 )  pay -back  i n te res t  i n  h imse l f  and
2 5 t  ( o r  L / 4 1  o f  t h e  o t h e r  p l a y e r  s o  ( L / 2  x  L / 2 ) + ( L / 4  x  L / 2 1  =  L / 4  +  L / 8  =  3 / 8 .
Th is  equa t i on  re la tes  to  each  p laye r  as  50 t  pay -back  o f  h i s  sha re  o f  t he
se l l i ng  p r i ce  (o r  L /2 ' )  p lus  252  pay -back  o f  t he  o the r  p laye r ' s  sha re  o f  t he
s e l l i n g  p r i c e  ( a l s o  1 , / 2 )  f o r  a  t o t a l  p r i c e  o f  3 7  L / 2 *  ( o r  3 / B ) .  T h e  b u y e r
r e c e i v e s  2 5 t  i n t e r e s t  i n  b o t h  p l a y e r s z ( L / 4  x  L / 2 ) + ( L / 4  x  L / 2 1 =  L / 8  +  L / 8  =  L / 4 .
P l a y e r  A ' s  s h a r e  ( 3 / 8 )  +  P l a y e r  B ' s  s h a r e  ( 3 / 8 ' )  +  B u y e r  0 / 4 )  s h a r e  =  I . 0  o f
the  to ta l  se l l i ng  p r i ce .

There rs  one  more  way  to  ve r i f y  by  check ing  tha t  money  pa id  ou t  equa ls  money  pa id
back .  Le t r s  use  an  i dea l  s i t ua t i on  where  the  two-p laye r  g roup  was  bough t  f o r
$400  and  bo th  won  $200  fo r  a  to ta l  o f  $400 .  Each  p laye r  buys -backs  the  fu l l
37  L /2 t  o r  (3 /8  X  $400)  =  $ r50 .  l i l oney  pa id  ou t  =  $150  +  $ r50  +  $ I00  (buye r
amoun t )  =  $400 .  Bo th  p laye rs  t i ed  and  won  ca l cu t ta  p r i ze  o f  $200  to  to ta l  $400 .
P l a y e r  A  r e c e i v e s  5 0 t  o f  h i m s e l f  ( $ I 0 0 )  +  2 5 t  o f  o t h e r  p l a y e r  ( $ 5 0 )  =  $ I 5 0 .
P l a y e r  B  r e c e i v e s  5 0 t  o f  h i m s e l f  ( $ I 0 0 )  +  2 5 t  o f  o t h e r  p l a y e r  ( $ 5 0 )  =  $ 1 5 0 .
The  buye r  rece i ves  25 t  o f  bo th  p laye rs ($50  +  $50 )  =  $ I00  To ta l  Pay -back  =  $400 .
Each  p laye r  and  the  buye r  i n  t h i s  i dea l  s i t ua t i on  rece i ves  back  j us t  wha t  he
pa id  show ing  aga in  these  pe rcen tages  a re  co r rec t .

Some other  buy-backs and pay-backs examples.  Wi th a 3-p layer  group:  each p layer
can buy-back 25* of  the se l l ing pr ice.  In  return each p layer  receives a pay-
back  35 t  o f  h imse l f  and  20 t  o f  t he  o the r  two .  W i th  a  4 -p laye r  g roup :  each
p laye r  can  buy -back  20 t  o f  t he  se l l i ng  p r i ce .  I n  re tu rn  each  p laye r  rece i ves
a pay-back 258 of  h imsel f  and I5 t  o f  the other  three.

HBC bel ieves the more you understand about  tournament  and a l l  the act iv i t iesr
the  more  you  w i l l  en joy  them.  Do  no t  be  a f ra id  to  ask !

Indianapol is BACKGAITIIION Hotl ines
Lar ry  S t rommen,  6866  Meadow V iew Dr i ve ,  I ndp ls ,  TN  46226  (3 I7 )545 -0224
B u t c h  &  M a r y  A n n  M e e s e ,  7 6 2 0  K i l m e r  L a n e ,  I n d p l s ,  I N  4 6 2 5 6  ( 3 I 7 ) 8 4 5 - 8 4 3 5


