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Beautv is Truth
by Ch'uck Bower

Double match point.
Black to play 4-4.

Doublets usually offer lots of options, but here
seven of our checkers cannot move legally. Two
plays stand above the rest: 15111, 5/1x(3) leaves
only 4 shots while moving 1517, 814,5/1 leaves 11
single and 2 double shots but looks best if White
stays on the bar. Here are the two positions after
each of these plays with White on roll:

2 3 4 5 6
Position after Black moves 15/1 1 , 5/1x(3).

Position after Black moves 1517,814, 5l1x

Which of these positions has more elegance
from Black's viewpoint? Black's home board looks
much nicer in the second position: no wastage and
the three best points made. ls this worth the extra
nine shots?

Ugly plays are sometimes right. Usually,
though, it is because the game will end very
soon. Either the ugly side will break contact, end
the game with the cube, or take advantage of the
opponent's timing problem. Sometimes ugly
works best when trying to avoid a gammon. Here
none of those conditions are present.

At double match point, you don't need to
conc€rn yourself with cubes or gammons. Just
win, baby! Jellyfish v3.0 level-6 cubeless rollouts
say that the prettier play 1317, 814,5/1x wins 59%
of the time while the ugly 13/11, 5/1x(3) garners
only 56% victories.

When this position came up in real play, I
talked myself into making the ugly play, thinking if
my opponenf sfays out, I can go after his blot on
the 16-point. lf he enters, then l'm likely to be
better off with this play since 13 of his 20 entering
numbers put me on the bar after the pretty play.
This sounded logical at the time, Here beauty
triumphs over (shaky) logic.
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1998 Hoosier Backgammon Club
Gammon Point Standings as of March 26, 1998

The HBC Player of the Month for March
was Don Woods with 188 gammon points.

1 )  DonWoods . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , . , . , ,  536
2)  Butch Meese. . . . . . . . . . , . , . , . , ,  516
3)  Chuck St imming. . . . . . . , , . . . .320
4)  Mary Ann Meese. . . . , . , . . . . .296
5 )  J imCur t i s , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 278
6 )  A1Gome2. . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 274
7)  Sean Garber . , . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  266
8)  Dave Groner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  244
9) Larry Strommen,,,, , . . . . . . . .  234

10)  J im  M ieske . . , , . . . , . , , , , , , . . . . . . 140
Luke Cl ipp inger . , . . , , . . . . . . . .  1  00
Jan  Gurv i t 2 . . . . . . . . . . , , , . , . . . . . . . .  90
Chuck Bower. . . . . . . , , . , , , . . . . . . .  68
Richard Hein2. . . . . . . . , . . , . . . . . .  48
Frank Scot t . . . . . . . . . . . . . , , . . , , . , . .20
Kevin Mcleaster... . . , . . , , , . . .  20
G ino  Agres t i , . , , . . . . . . . . . , , . , , . , ,  20
Dave  Fey . , . . . , , . . . . . . . . . , , , , . . . . , .  1  0

19-Point Match
White-3 Black-8

Competative Events
Open Division: $20

($20 OPtional SidePool)
Limited Division: $8

Double Gammon Points.
Format: Main-Consolation.

Final Registration: 12 Noon-l Z:#PM
Play Begins: 1:00PM

Fun Free Events
Format: Round-Flobin

Prizes Awarded
Finaf Registration: 1 2:OO-1:00PM

Play Begins: 1:1sPM
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ffisffi

sffi#ffi

Tournament

Registration
Please call to pre-register by

phone 255-8902 or
emailr meese @ worldnet.att. net.
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What is your answer?

7sf
2nd
2nd

March 5th
f f ias
Sean Garber
Butch Meese

March 12th
ffickStimming
Don Woods
Larry Strommen

March 19th
ffiioocfs
Butch Meese
Mary Ann Meese

March 26th
f f i i i f r m i n g
Larry Strommen
Richard Heinz

Tournament Schedule


